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CHRIST IN HISTORY

An Appreciation
G. H. P. Showalter
The coming of the Lord and Rede emer of men was
at a time most auspiciou s. Wars had ceased and the
vast empire of Augustus was at pea ce. The gates
of the t emple of Janus were closed . The god of
war was effectively jail ed aft er an unintermitting
and horrible rampage. of more than two hundred
years. The Roman soldiers idled in their camps with
nothing to do but read of how Julius , the first and
greatest of the Cae sars, led his invincible legions to
scores of victories in Gaul , and how h e brought many
captives home to Rome who se ran som fill ed the coffers of the public treasury, or supplied funds for lavish gifts to influ ential political friend s who might
cooperate with him in paving his way to autocratic
power. Whether by patriotism , or fear , it matters
not here to surmise, but quiet reigned supreme in the
far flung provinces of the great empire. A mild military constabulary held an easy and complete control
in the more populous centers.
The people rested in
peace, every man under his own vine and fig tree, and
pursued the peaceful arts of husbandry and of commerce. Men of letters loitered about the forum or
the market places, and matched their wits on such
questions as the nature of man, or other matters of
impelling interest sprung by the Greek philosophers
at a time that was now already ancient history or on
the still more absorbing and difficult studi es of the
deities, and the grotesqu e creations of their priests in
mythological lore. In all walks of life they loved to
linger long, one with another, to recite traditions of
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the glorious past when some of th eir mighty military
leaders saved th e country by her oic achievement on
the battlefi eld, and wh en captives led in chains and
en signs rolled in blood graced a glori ous "Triumph"
through the histori c streets of the imperial city.
At such a tim e in a r em ot e province in Palestine
Jesus was born- a Savior, Chr ist the Lord. At such
a time the holy messe n gers from heaven descended
with a chorus of wondrous joy to the astonished shepher ds on Judaean hill s-"Gl ory to God in the Highest,
and on earth, pea ce, good will to war d men."
The coming of the Chri st, t h e Messiah, th e Godman to earth, wa s no su rpri se . Th e inhabitants of
the earth were in readine ss, and in anx ious expectation. In h eart, and mind , and life, they were in a
state of preparation.
But their prepa r ation-all
of
it-was
ill-tim ed, impr oper, in suffic ient, and entirely
inappropriate . Th ey expected one who never came.
Th ey anxiously longed and waite d in vain.
They
look ed for a gr ea t gen er al whose gen ius would give
them victor y over th eir enemies , ma t er ial prosperity
and progress , and political asce ndancy . Many do yet.
They still exu lt in the gory h orrors and tragedies of
war. They .still clamor for a leader whom they may
adore-and,
even now, they subse rvi entl y worship
men wh o have att ain ed to celebrity through bloody
achievem ents and ruthl ess "mas s exec utions."
The
man of the day wa s, an d is , th e heartless hero ( ?)
who is adamant to all the gentler , benevo lent impulses
of the soul-who bids to mer cy, and the t ender sympathies of the human heart , a long farewell-who
wades through slaughter to a thr one and shuts the
gates of mer cy on mankind . But th ey looked-never-
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theless. All the nations of the earth-so
far at least
as they had annals, and re cor ds, and history, and
poetry and philosoph y whic h have survived the vicissitudes of time and the disi nte grations of the centuries-looked
with anxious, fe verish expectation for
the dawn of a new day-the
inaugur at ion of a glorious age and dispensation when want and penury
would vanish from the earth, when sorrow and sighing would cea se, and th e hu man race would ent~r into
a life of higher jo y and su preme exaltation.
The lines
of Vergil the poet, reflect the mental attitude of the
Romans:
" ...
and tho se times , pre gn ant with the most stupen dous
events, wi ll begin to r oll on. "

But the Bible account of t h e visit of the wise men
from the east (Matt. 21 :1-3) is in evidence. How
came these oriental stargazers to know that a "King
of the Jews" was about to be born?
The star of
wisdom rose at Athens-it
glittered awhile and then
was gone. Like a meteor it flashed, to draw the attention of great thinkers throughout the inhabited
earth, only to disappear from the spiritual and intellectual heavens into the darkn ess of the horizon
of the finite and incomplete, and imperfect, in men.
But the Star of Bethlehem s hin es more and more unto
the perfect day. The Chri st is lifted up in glory, exaltation, supremac y and pow er and all men are drawn
unt o him.
·
Th e Chr ist of Galilee has brought to men life and
faith and hope and love. These are the might y forces
t hat are fundamental to the joys of salvation. They
are the foundations which secure to helpless, hopeless souls the unspeakable joys of the higher life-
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the fuller, better life-and
are the unshaken and unshakable guarantees of the realization of the fruitions
of hope. Christ lived that men might live, and died
that men might not die, but live. He taught men
just how to live that they might realize the most out
of life. A Christian-a
real Christian-consistent,
earnest, faithful, perfect, as God is perfect-is
the
only one who can possibly realize the most there is
in lif~ and the highest measure of happiness for time
and eternity. Christians are the only ones who have,
or can experience the realization and fulfillment of
the divine "promise of the life that now is and of
that also which is to come." And, the reason is apparent. They have become, and are, and will be, the
special imitators of the Christ-they
seek after him
so closely that they simply "follow in his footsteps."
He did no evil nor was guile found on his lips. And
that is the goal to which we are bound and which we
will ultimately reach in the better progress of the
higher life that leads right "on unto perfection."
Christ lived but a short time on the earth. He was
crucified while still a young man. The incomparable
work which he wrought was accomplished not only
within a very short period of time, but without the
advantage and benefit of personal contacts with foreign peoples by travels into distant lands. His public labors in the proclamation of heaven's message to
earth, were encompassed within the brief span of
three years, and yet his teaching soon spread throughout the habitable globe, and revolutionized thought,
religion and philosophy. Like a mighty undulation of
the vast waters of the great deep, started by some
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mammoth seismic disturbance of unprecede nted force
and exte nt , so the gracious influence of the doctrine
of Chr ist rolled on and on till it envelop ed the whole
world and tran sfo rmed the lives of th e human race.
Men an d nations adopted new standards of value and
laid new pr edicat es for reason.
Old things passed
away and all things became new. Those elements
of character once mean and despised, were, ha ve been,
are, and will be magnified and exalted as one of the
results of the salutary influence of the teaching of
J esus of Nazareth.
Qualities and attributes of life
once worthless in man's estimation, have come to be
mor e precious than silver and gold, and to be sought
after as hid tre asure. It was Jesus who drew aside
the curtain and made for man the discovery that humility, lowline ss, gentleness, kindness and a forgi ving
spirit , are treasures of incomparable value. And he
it was who by hi s tea ching, ha s led men to a realizati on that th e treasures and pleasures of ear th fade into
insignificanc e when compared with and contrasted
with the tru e riches-the
tr easures laid up in heav en.
What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? These
are the questions that challenge the attention of all
t he int elligence s of earth.
These are the questions
th at have engaged the minds of the gr eatest thinkers
of all the generation s of men since Jesus was born
in Bethlehem. Before him there had not risen in the
hist or y of the wor ld a cha racter that chall enged th e
admir ation and homage of all people of all land s. Differ ent nations had their heroes then as now-b ut no
one so great an d wonderful as to be th e outstanding Leader of all the peopl es, languag es, and tribes
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of all the earth. Hannibal was the ideal of the Carthaginians, Caesar of the Romans, Charlemagne and
~apolean of France, Washington of America.
B·ut
they were national leaders and heroes only-Christ
was, and is the world leader-the
hero, the Savior,
the deliverer of all nations-the
only one who has
yet merited or received the honor of being the "desire of the nations"-in
all nations.
Why is this?
What is the explanation?
And why was it that before the coming of Christ the people of all lands were
in expectation that some Great One was to come?
They looked forward as to the passing events of their
day-why?
We look backward. We date all events
and all documents, "In the year of our Lord"-and
this is true of all enlightened nations. Why? With
common consent the whole world takes the birth of
Christ as the accepted date for the chronicle of the
annals of time. They refer to what transpired before
(B. C.) the coming of this illustrious one, and after
(A. D.) his coming. Such distinction stands alone.
It is not only unique-it
is marvelous . What possible
explanation can be given? Is it not fair to allow that
he himself be permitted to speak for himself-to
tell
whence he came, who he was, and is. Let us hear
him . He declares that he came from God and that he
is the Son of God.
There are three considerations that stand as an impregnable defense of the Christian's faith .
1. No man ever spake like thi s man.
2. No man ever taught like this man .
3. No man ever did the works that this man did.
Then he was more than man . Christ himself said

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

11

he did the work that none other ever did. Nicodemus
a distinguished teacher of the Jews said to the Christ,
"We know that thou art a teacher tent from God;
for no man can do the miracles which thou doest except God be with him." And, friendly hearer, what
sayest thou?
The fact that no man ever spake as he spoke,
taught as he taught, did the wonders that he performed, and the indubitable attestations
of history
point unerringly to the necessary and unavoidable
conclusion that Jesus is the Christ the divine Sein of
God.
All hail the
Let angels
Bring forth
And crown

power of
prostrate
the royal
him Lord

Jesus' name,
fall
diadem
of all.

Great leaders have had before them clearly defined
ideals. The realization of these was the measure of
their success. The mighty conquests of distinguished
military leaders and the subsequent founding of empires followed the successful outcome of the arbitrament in arms . They attained to the ephemeral glory
for which they longed and for which they were willing
to stake all. All of their own and that of thousands
of others they gladly brought as a willing sacrifice
to place on the altar of an insatiable ambition. Christ
had an aim, a purpose, an ideal-the loftiest and most
sublime that the world has ever heard, or the tongue
of man has ever named. The divine philanthropy in
the remedial system passes the comprehension of the
mind of man. The gift of God through Christ , the
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inspired apostle declares to be "unspeakable."
The
loftiest superlatives of the language of the human
race, are, as yet, inadequate to express in corresponding terms, the ineffable love of heaven and of heaven's
Ruler-and
the great apostle gives expression to this
in that sublimely simple, and simpl y sublime declaration: "The love of God passes knowl edge."
Napolean Bonaparte was brilliant and ambitious
above most of his fellows. He led loyal , conquering
ho sts to victory on scores of battlefields and brought
proud and powerful armies arrayed against him to
humiliating shame, defeat, and disaster.
But when
he had baptized all Europe in blood, and had sated
hi s thirst for empire on many gory fields-when
his
star that rose so brilliantly at Austerlitz had set forever at Waterloo-as
he faced the rapidly lengthening
shadows of life' s, fitful , and now closing day, in his
lonely banishment-in
shame and humiliation-on
the
sea -girt island of Saint Helena, he assumed one of
those fine , reflective, philosophical moods for which
this illu strious genius was noted , and to an officer
who commanded the little military constabulary that
guarded him in his prison in the sea, said in sadness:
"Hannibal and Caesar and Charlemagne and I have
all founded empires. Our crowns have fallen and our
thrones have crumbled.
Not one of these mighty
empires stands today. As for me, while I was with
my men , they would die for me. But where is the
French s oldier today who would strik e for Napoleon?
Not one. While I was with them in person, they
loved me, follow ed me, and were loyal to me. But I
am soon to die on this lonely island at the hand of a

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

13

British oligarchy, and not a soldier in the armies of
France would strike for me . But eighteen centuries
have gone, Jesus, an humble carpenter of Nazareth,
in Palestine, founded an empire -hi s empire was
founded on love-and today there are thousands who
would die for the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth' .
Our empires and states were founded on force and
blood-his
was founded in love. I tell you Jesus
Chris t was not a man."
All the enlightened nations of the earth today have
at tained to celebrity and to greatness because they
were built on the ethics of Jesus Christ our Lord .. He
was, himself, an humble man-a man of sorrows, acqua inted with grief. But his life and his words were
with power, and that power was, has been, and will
be felt. Lowly and meek, and compassionate, and
merciful, he went about doing good. He did not seek
the vindication of force. nor have resort to the coercion of arms. He was not a lawyer, but all law, and
all lawyers, and all lawgivers, quote his precepts and
resort to them for vindication of their cause. He was
not an orator , but the greatest and most eloquent
ora tions that have been delivered during the sixty
generations of men since he left the earth had their
insp iration in his life. Thousands of great sermons
and orations are delivered every week in our own day
as a monument to his unprecedented career among
men. He was not a writer-not
one fragment of his
writings has b~en preserved . Yet today many times
more is being written about him than about any other
person that ever lived , and this has persisted through
the centurie s that have silently slipped away since
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he lived on the earth. More of the matter contained
in books, records, documents, papers, pamphlets and
periodicals are either directly or indirectly with reference to him than all other great men that have ever
lived and died . He was not a sculptor, but the greatest creations of the greatest sculptors were inspired
by his life. The same is true in painting and in
poetry. Though he was neither, his life and teaching
has stirred poets and painters to those attainments
in these arts that lay claim to excellence. The greatest executions on the canvas, and the greatest, as well
as the mo.st numerous, poetical compositions, have to
do with his amazing life and wonderful teaching.
To accept and apply in the heart and life, the teaching of the Man of Galilee is the highest expression
of wisdom-the
consummation of all prudence. He is
the soul's strong defense-the
world's only hope-the
one pre-eminently worthy of our confidence and service. He justly merits the praise and adoration of all
men. To know him is to inherit eternal life-to love
and obey him is a gracious privilege-a
high and
distinguished honor.
As the generations of men come and go, and the
centuries become lost in the successive ages, and roll
on and on, the true philosophy of life and of character, as expressed in the teaching of Jesus Christ,
shines brighter and more glorious and its application
in human conduct intensifies happiness and hope and
brings the fullest measure of joy and of gladness.
The .simplicity of his life makes him the easily approached and companionable associate and friend. No
one was too lowly, too humble, too much out of the
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way, to ·merit his notice and attract his attention. He
was himself meek and lowly in spirit, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. The poor and despised, the out casts in the estimation of men, felt at
ease in his presence. And all this was and is wholly
different from all the preced ents of the grandees of
earth. Those whom men called great, and call great,
are those who have sought, and do seek and attain
distinction and pre-eminence among their fellows.
And the poor and weak and unworthy often shudder
at their approach and tremble at their presence. They
exercise a lordship over men designed to make others
feel small in their presence, humbled and embarrassed. The presence and power of Jesus Ch:i;ist was
always but to sustain and help, to inspire hope, and
to cause the poor and needy to rise, to look upward,
and to feel, to realize and to know that light and hope
and happiness were possible even to them.
Jesus Christ would not accept the repeated call of
the people to be their king. He declined the proffer of
imperial eminence and imperial honor. He refused
the distinction of rule and authority and of sovereignty over the people. He took no part in the politics of the time, nor in the affairs of civil government.
And yet all the common law, and all the constitutions
of all enlightened land s, and of states, find their basis
in the sermon on the mount, and the other simple,
sacred and divine precepts that fell from his lips.
On next Lord's day, the first day of a new week ,
many thousands of groups of people, many very large
assemblies, will convene in all the large cities , and
small cities, and villages, and hamlets, and rural com-
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munities to read, and study, and meditate upon the
·.vords of Jesus, his teachings, his precepts, his laws.
Not as a national hero, but as the uni versa lly conceded international and world Lead er in thought, in
morals, in religious philosophy, and in the loftiest
and most sublime ideals of life that have yet been
conceived in the mind of men. Not the hero of any
one nation, but the desire of all nat ions, the one who
by common consent is the one worthy and pre-eminent character.
And ten thousand of the greatest
and most eloquent sermons and orations will be given
in his praise and honor, in our own country alone, and
in the same degree in the other nations of the world.
All the great men of all time from the beginning of
the world down to the present, do not and will not
provoke the smallest fraction of one per cent of all
this attention, this oratory and eloquence . And the
amazement of all thing s is that on the first day of
the following week and of each .successive week this
unparall eled distinction will continu e, as it has persisted already through centuries of the era since the
name and fame and doctrine of Christ became a power
among men.
There were great men in the world while our Savior
lived, and many thousands befor e that time, in and
through the ages gone. Why is it that not one of
th em, nor all of them combined-thousands
of heroes,
sages, kin gs, pri nces , and governors, philosophe r s and
states men, scientis ts, hi storia ns, sculptors, poets an d
paint er s, founders of great emp ires and sta t es, lead ers and conq uerors , and founde rs of religions -why
is it that none of these has been remembered and
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honored in a way comparable to the way in which
Jesus Christ the Prophet of Galilee has been remembered, honored and praised?
Only a few, here and
there, hav e found a place in history and are entered
in the annals of time. As to the rest their very names
have passed into oblivion.
He is more than man-he
is-he must be-the
divine Son of God. He merits our most fervent, devoted, persisten~, unfailing, and inalienable love.
Should we not prize it as the highest and most distingui she d honor to serve him faithfully and to imitate th e unspeakable excellencies of his life? His
exaltation is now supreme-God
has highly exalted
him, at his own right hand in the heavens, far above
all principality, and power, and dominion and might.
He is pre-eminently worthy of the praise and adoration of all the intelligences of earth and heaven. At
his feet the hierarchs of heaven fall, and the angels
delight to cas t their glittering crowns, and exalt his
name in un ceas ing ascriptions of praise. To him, at
last, every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall
proclaim him as the peerless sovereign of the universe, crowned with glory, honor, and majesty-while
they sing through the courts of the upper world redemption's sweet story-the
song of Moses and of the
Lamb-and
repeat the triumphant shout:
"Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord
of all.''
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GOD: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
L. S. White

Mr. President, members of the faculty , students of
George Pepperdine College, together with the entire
audience I count myself fortunate and happy to have
the privilege of addressing you on the great subject,
"God: Past, Present and Future."
Your beloved
President assigned this subject t o me, and told me
the purpo se of these lectures at night: "Is to stress
the eternal things which we can hold to with assur ance at any time," and specially requested me "to emphasize the fact that there is a God, and he reigns,"
and I gladly follow his suggestions along this line.
For a foundation for this discourse, we read from
Genesis 1 :1, the first verse in the Bible, and the first
four words of that verse: "In the beginning God."
The name "God" is of such va st importance that it is
used in the Bible several thousand times, beginning,
as our text shows, and goes on through the Bible, even
to the very last, as we read: "If any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are written in the book" (Rev. 22 :19) . There are
only two more verses in the Bible after the name of
"God" is used the last time.
Of the meaning of the nam e "God ;'' Webster says:
"The supreme Being; the eterna l and infinit e Spirit,
Crea tor , and Sovereign of the universe, Jehovah;"
an d, an inspired apo st le says, "God is love" (1 John
4 :7).

Many centuries

after

the flood, God appeared

to
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Moses to have him lead the children of Israel out of
Egyptian bondage, as we read: "And God spake unto
Moses, and said unto him, I am the Lord: and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
by the name of God Almighty; but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them" (Ex. 6 :2, 3).
King David said to God: "That men may know that
thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, art the Most
High over all the earth" (Psa. 83 :18).
A grand old prophet said: "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song" (Isa. 12 :2).
And as to how long the good Lord will be what he now
is, the sam e prophet says: "Trust ye in the Lord
forever; for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting
strength" (Isa. 26 :3). And to further impress this
great truth , we read to you from the inspired apostle
Paul, who, in preaching to educated heathens, said:
"God that made the world, and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of Heaven and earth, dwelleth not
in temples made with hands; neither is worshipped
with men's hands . . . seeing he giveth to all life
. and breath and all things; and hath made of one
blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face
of the earth, and hath determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation . . .
and that he is not far from every one of us: for in
him we live, and move, and have our being . . . and
that we are his offspring"
(Acts 17 :24-28).
And;
in speaking of God to another people, the same apostle
said: "To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen"
(Gal. 1 :5) .
And now, a very important thing to us is: "How
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shall we think of God?" For, wh en some one says:
"I believe in God," he may hav e in mind an entirely
different conception of God to some other per son who
says the sam e thing; and, thi s is so important, that
upon one'.s conception of God will depend the nature
and quality of the r eligion h e pra cti ces , as well as
th e character of his life ; so, we mu st hav e correct
ideas about Jehovah God, and these mu st be Chr istian
ideas as taught in th e Bible; for not hin g else can be
right; for, wrong concepti ons of God will even lead
Christians astray, for we ju st simpl y cannot rise
high er in life than our con cept ions of God!
Then , Jehovah God wan ts us t o un ders tand that he
loves and cares for us, as we r ea d: " Cas ting all your
care upon him, for he car eth for yo u" (1 P eter 5 :7) ;
and, also: "For God so love d th e world, that h e gave
his only Son, that whoso ever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3 :16).
And we are so glad that our gre at God wants all people to be saved, as we read: "Th e Lord is not slack
concerning his promis e, as some m en count slackness;
but is long suffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to r epentance"
(2 Peter 3 :9).
Then, to be true Christians, we must surely have
the right conception of God. But what is the Christian 's conception of God? In th e fir st place, a Christian must realize that Jehovah God is the source of
all things, as we read in th e Bibl e : "O Lord, our Lord,
how excellent is thy name in all the earth" (Psa. 8 :9).
Also: "The heavens declare the glory of God: and the
firmam ent showeth hi s handiwork" (P sa. 19 :1). But
this is only done to those who have been taught the
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word of God from the Bible. Hence, we can see at
at a glance the great value of teaching the plain word
of God. And we are glad, that to real Christians,
Jehovah God is more than the Creator, for to them
God is Father, Savior, Friend.
In the next place, Jehovah God is Spirit (John
4 :24), and we must worship him in spirit and in
truth, as we can see that Jehovah God has intelligence, thinks, feels, and wills. As we have already
shown, God does not want any one to be lost.
In the next place, to the real yhristian, Jehovah
God is personal. By this we mean that he knows himself as God, directs his own actions, and is the one
perfect personality!
Then, we must fa;shion our own
personality after that of Jehovah, because our personality is in an imperfect degree.
In the next place, the Christian's conception of Jehovah is that God is good, as our Savior, Jesus Christ,
told us in Matt. 19 :17. The Bible clearly teaches
that Jehovah God is inwardly perfect, and outwardly
consistent with this perfection. And "in Christ" we
see what the "goodness of God" really means, as we
read: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God ....
And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father), full of grace and truth"(John 1:1, 14).
Thus we see that the Holy Christ was the manifestation of Jehovah God in human flesh. And this is
true, that, after one of the apostles had asked Christ
to show the Father to them, he said: "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou
then, show us the Father?" (John 14:9).
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With the se wonderful scri ptur es before us, let us
now study Jehovah' s God's plan. In Genesis 1 :26, 27
we see God's purpos e in cr eat ion, as we read: "And
God said, Let us mak e man in our image, after our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowls of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the eart h. So God created man in
his own image, in th e ima ge of God created he him;
male and female created he them."
Then, when that image was marred by sin, God
never lost sight of the destin y he had planned for us;
and this plan is worked out in Jesu s Christ, the Son
of God, as we read : "We all, with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same imag e from glor y t o glory, even as by
the Spirit of th e Lord" (2 Cor. 3 :18) , and, as a result, Christians are taught to be "looking to Christ"
(Heb. 12 :2). And it is just as true today as it ever
was, that we will go th e way we look. So if we look
the way the Holy Spirit has sho wn us, we will go
that way, and he has shown us the way of salvation,
as he said just before h e ascended back to heaven:
"Go ye into all the world , and preach the gospel to
every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized
shall be save d; but he that believeth not shall be condemned" (Mark 16 :15, 16). Then, by reading Eph.
4:7-16, we get a view of the consummation of God's
plan for us in Christ.
God's Manifestation in the Old Testament

In the Old Testament God looked for people who
would open their eyes to the light of divine truth;
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and a few did thi s, such as Noah, Abraha m, Isaac,
Ja cob, Moses, Dani el, Isa iah , Job, an d ot hers, including a number of good women.
In the New Testament, God manif est ed hims elf
through Christ, as we have alre ady seen . Jehovah
God also manifested hi mself through th e Holy Spirit,
as we read in John 6:62, 63; 14:15-17 , and other
scriptur es tell us the same. And the Holy Spirit
came in power on the day of Pentecost, as we read in
Acts 1 :8; 2 :1-4.
And now, we hav e the thr ee-fold manifestation,
in the sense of being baptized "into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of th e Holy Spirit" (Matt.
28: 18, 19). An d the distin ct personality of these
Thr ee is made plain in the Bible :-God promis~d
Chri st; Christ promised that God would sen d the Holy
Spirit; and the Holy. Spirit came upon th e apostles,
and guided th em into all tr uth in giving us the New
Testament as our only guid e in .the r ealm of religion!
Then, every Christian ha s a par tn ers hip with Jehovah
God, as we read: "Th at whi ch we hav e seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may hav e fellowship
with us: and trul y our fellowship is with the Father, •
and with his Son Jesu s Christ" (1 John 1 :3). And
to further show thi s fellowship, J esus Christ said to
hi s apos tl es : "He that r eceiveth you, receiveth me,
and he that r eceive th me, rece iveth him that sent me"
(Matt. 10 :40). And our success or failure will be
count ed accord ing as we accomplish that which God
intends for us to do. For ·we must take God into account . Wh en we recognize God's owners hip of all
life, it produces a stewardship that demands for the
life a def inite plan for ser vin g and living. Then we
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must, if we live the Christian life, take Jehovah God
into every phase of every plan and purpose that we
have in life. Love is the foundation of thi s relationship with God, for "God is love" (1 John 4 :8). · Love
is also the foundation of our relation with God on th e
human side, as we read: "And now abideth faith,
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love" (1 Cor. 13 :13). And as long as real love acts
with the right kind of "faith and hope," we are sure
to be all right.
The faithful steward determines to match God's
plan in his own life, as our blessed Lord sets us the
example of prayer to God, when he said: "Not my
will, Father, but thine be done" (Matt. 26 :39). When
Christ called his disciples, he offered them himself;
and asked but one condition, and that was personal
loyalty to him and to God his Father; and the same
condition is binding on us now, as Christ said of people after being baptized into the "name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit," they are then
Christians, and must "observe all things he has commanded them to observe" (Matt. 28 :20). And this
• is so true that we cannot get to heaven without it,
as we read: "Christ became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey him" (Heb. 5 :9) ; also,
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life , and may enter in through the gates into the city" . (Rev. 22 :14).
Even Jesus Christ did not do his work to please
himself, but God his Father, as he said: "For I do
always those things that please him" (John 8 :29).
And our invitation to all others is: "And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
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say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; and
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. 22:17).
Three Kingdoms of God
And now, let us spend the remainder of our time for
this discourse in the study of three kingdoms, see
what they are, who is reigning now, and who will
continue to reign. The first kingdom we name is the
kingdom of nature. This kingdom we enter when we
were born into this world. It is in this kingdom that
we "live, move and have our being" at the present
time; and, it is in this kingdom that we receive so
many temporal blessings. Jehovah God rules in this
king dom, and has been the ruler in the kingdom of
na ture from the beginning.
All people are in this
kingdom, whether saints or sinners, as our dear
Lord Jesus Christ says of God: "He maketh his sun
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust" (Matt. 5 :45).
By reading the first two chapters in the Bible, we
see that God created every thing in the "kingdom of
nature."
But what will become of this earth and
every thing in it? Answer: The earth and all in it
will be burned up, as an inspired apostle says: "The
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens .shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat;
and the earth also, and the works that are therein
sha ll be burned up" (2 Pet. 3 :10). And, it would
be difficult to make any thing plainer than the apost le
has made this, and that is, that in the day of judgment, the earth and all in it, and every thing in the
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kingdom of nature will be burned up.
Jehovah God reigns in the kingdom of nature, and
has done so from the beginning.
Of course, while
Christ was here on earth, Jehovah God gave him control over every thing in the kingdom of nature when
a lesson could be taught by the same, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, controlling the wind
and the sea, and many others, all to make believers
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that the
people might have life through his name, as we read
in John 20 :31. That Jehovah God rules in the kingdom of nature, we read this: "The Most High ruleth
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will" (Dan. 4 :17). But, as we have already shown,
all these will be burned up in the day of judgment.
We need not spend more time on this.

The Kingdom of Grace
The next kingdom we name is the kingdom of grace.
The kingdom of nature makes no provision for the
forgiveness of sins; and whoever violates a law in
the kingdom of nature, must pay the penalty, and
there is no escape. But we thank God that in the
kingdom of grace provision is made for salvation,
and at last, a home in the eternal city of God.
But how do people enter the kingdom of grace?
Answer: We enter the kingdom of nature by a fleshly
birth; and we enter the kingdom of grace by a spiritual birth, as we read "Being born again, not of cor ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever" (1 Pet. 1 :24). Our
Lord, himself, tells us exactly how to enter the king-
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dom of grace when he said : "Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God"
(John 3 :5). And, to be born of water and the Spirit,
is to be baptized into Christ, as we ·read: "For as
many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ" (Gal. 3 :27). To be "in Christ" is to be
put on Christ" (Gal. 3 :27. To be "in Christ" is to
be in his kingdom and his church, for the church of
Christ, the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of
grace are exactly the same thing; and the kingdom
of grace-the
church-was
established on the first
Pentecost after the resurrection
and ascension of
Christ; and, to rule over this kingdom, God gave to
Christ all authority in heaven and earth, as we read
in Matt . 28 :18. Christ also said to his apostles:
"Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hades shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16 :18) ,
and in the next verse, Christ calls the church "the
kingdom of heaven;" and, on the day of Pentecost,
the apostle Peter informed the people that Jesus had
been made both Lord and Christ; and, we thank God
that Jesus Christ still reigns over the kingdom of
grace . How much longer will Christ reign over this
kingdom? Answer: Till the end of the world, which
will be on the day of judgment, as we read: "But now
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came
death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead .
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive. But every man in his own order; Christ
the firstfruits;
afterwards they that are Christ's at
his coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall

28

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

have delivered up the kingd cm to G:)d, even th e
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For he must reign till he hath
put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death" (Cor. 15 :20-26).
Then, Christ's reign as king over the kingdom of
grace will end on the day of judgment, for, on that
day, Christ turns his kingdom entirely into the hands
of Jehovah God; and what will th en take place? Answer: God's people, on that day, will enter into the
kingdom of glory, as we read of the faithful: "Wherefore the rather brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things ,
ye shall never fall: for so an entran ce shall be minist ered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting
kin gdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet.
l :10, 11). The grand old apostle, guided by the Holy
Spirit, wrote this to the same people whom he taught
on the day of Pentecost to repent and be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,"
and who were on that day born of water and the Spirit
into the kingdom of grace; and, thus we see , that in
the clay of judgment, Christians will enter into the
kingdom of everlasting glory, or into heaven itself.
And as long as the eternal years of God shall roll
their cycles on, Jehovah God will reign over this
eternal kingdom, and give to his people all the blessings that the Holy Christ is now preparing for all his
disciples in the "home where changes never come,"
and here are some of the marvelous blessings and
joys that the beloved apostle John saw in store for
the faithful:
"And I John saw a new heaven and a new earth:
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for t h e fir st heaven and th e first earth were passed
awa y; and th ere was no more .sea. And I John saw
t he holy city, new Jerus alem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for he·r
hu sband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven,
say ing, Behold, th e tab ernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them and be
t heir God. And God shall wipe away all tears from
the ir eye s; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorr ow, nor cr ying, neith er shall th ere be any more
pai n: for the former things are passed away. And
he th at .sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
th ing s new . And he said unto me, Write; for these
words ar e true and faithful" (Rev. 21 :1-5).
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THE RIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
TO LIVE

L. S. White
"But sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord; being
ready always to give answer to every man that asketh
you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet
with meekn ess and fear" (1 Peter 3 :15) .
We shall give several reasons why the New Testament church has a right to live.
The New Testament church has the right to live bebecause of its foundation. The real value of buildings
and institutions depends on the type and construc tion of the foundation.
Our cit-ies make certain demands as to the foundation of all buildings, large and
small.
The Bible speaks plainly and firmly as to the foundation on which the New Testament church is built.
If the building of our life goes no deeper than man
for its foundation, it is the sandy type, and will fall
when the te sting time comes. Jesus Christ built the
New Testament church on a rock (Matt. 16 :18; 1
Cor. 3 :11).
The New Testament church has the right to live because of its head (Eph. 1: 22, 23,; Col. 1 :18, 24) .
Th e New Testam ent church has the right to live
because it is directed in all it s work by the word of
the Lord (1 Tim . 3 :16; 2 Tim. 4 :2). And the word of
the Lord knows no death (1 Pet. 1 :22, 23).
The New Testam ent church ha s the right to live
because it is the only institution in the world in which
people can be saved, or that is putting forth any ef fort to save the lost (Acts 20 :28; 1 Tim. 3 :14, 15).
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The New Testament church has th e right to live
because of the good it has done, is now doing, and will
continue to do. Every good thing in the world is
brought about by the principl es of the New Testament
church as taught in the Bible (Acts 10 :38).
Often some critic arises to tell wh~t is wrong with
the church; but seldom does one arise to tell us what
is right with the church. Tonight I shall tell you
some things that are right with the church.
The church is ' the salt of the earth (Matt. 5 :13).
The church is the light of the world (Matt. 5 :14).
Some critics tell us tha t the church is rapidly losing
ground; but the church is gaining in numbers much
more rapidly than the world is gaining in population.
The graveyard of governments and institutions is full
of all sorts of organizations that sprung up, lived
awhile, and passed out because they were not worthy
to continue to live. You find very few governments
and institutions that have been found worthy to live
many centuries.
The home is the oldest institution in the world, and
it is very much alive today, because it came from God,
and is worthy to live as long as time shall last. The
New Testament church is over 1900 years old, and
will live till the angel of God stands with one foot on
the land and the other on the sea, and cries with a
ioud voice that "time shall be no more." And all
this because the church has proven its right to live
(Matt. 7 :15-20).
Service is the crucial test of any institution ; and
Jehovah has written "s ervice" across humanity, and
the man or the institution that does not serve, does
not find favor with God.
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The New Testament church ha s giv en a contribution to societ y through th e centuri es , an d has r endered servic e since its critics went to t heir grav es
and have been forgotten.
Th e chur ch is the custodian of grace (Titu s 2 :1114). The New Testament church is giving th e Bible
to th e world ; and the church is comin g more and more
to realize that in the Bible ar e fo un d th e great tru t h s
of lif e; and the best sort of living.
You cannot divorce the Bible from th e chur ch nor
th e chur ch from the Bible; for th e t wo go hand in
_hand, and God's seal of approval r est s on both th e
church and the Bible!
It is through the New Testament church that
Chri st gives redemption from sin (Rom. 8 :1, 2; Col.
1:1 3, 14) . You sometimes hear one say : "I believe
in Chri st , but I don't want to belong to th e chur ch."
But you cannot separate th e tw o. Th e ch ur ch is th e
brid e of Chri st , and wa s purcha sed by his blood, and
he is the head of the church (Eph. 5 :25-27).
The New Testament church ha s th e ri ght t o live
becau se it has a generous hea rt (Act s 20 :35; Gal.
6:10; 6:2; John 3:16). The New Testam ent church
has the right to live because it leads in every good
work for the well-being of societ y (Rom . 12 :15;
Matt. 7 :12).
The New Testament church has th e right to live becaus e it stands for a worth y lif e, and produc es the
hi ghest poss ible t ype of manh ood and woma nh ood.
Th e boy or girl that has been crad led in t h e lap of
th e chur ch goes out into th e world t o st an d h ead and
shoul der s above th e one who has not fe lt t he touch
and influ ence of the church . Some used to think th e
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sons of preachers are worse than other boys ; but
the "Philadelphia Ledger" says: "If one cares to go
into the history of the affairs of this country, he will
une art h a vast array of individuals who were sons
of ministers, but nevertheless made a mark of considerable brightness in the world. Instead of furnishing a galaxy of scalawags, ministers have made of
their sons men of distinction and no small prestige."
"Who's Who" shows that one-twelfth of all men whose
biograph ies appear there are sons of ministers.
In
Amer ican history, the famous writers, Emerson,
Holmes, Bancroft, and Henry James were sons of
ministers.
In politics, the well-known statesmen,
Henry Clay, Senator Beveridge, Senator Doliver, Senator Lamar of Texas, President James Buchanan,
Pres ident Grover Cleveland, President C. A. Arthur,
and President Woodrow Wilson were all sons of
preachers. Charles Evans Hughes till recently Chief
Ju stice of the United States Supreme Court, is the
son of a preacher. Cyrus W. Field, who laid the first
Atlantic Cable; David Dudley, the renowned lawyer,
and Stephen J. Field, once the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States, were all sons
of ministers.
Samuel F. B. Morse, who invented the
telegraph, was son of a preacher. Mergenthaler, who
invented the linotype machine, was a son of a preacher. In fact, sons of ministers come pretty close to
being "top-notchers" in every field of human progress.
We hav e come apart at this time from our homes
and occupations to get a fresh vision of the new Testament church, and to seek the help of God for our
daily tasks; for the whole world is being shaken to
its foundations by millions of new-made graves, suf-
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ferings and sorrows, financial burdens, unrest and
crim e ; and we need the help of God to make Christianity triumphant in our own liv es and throughout
a strick en world; and the New Testament has the
rem 2dy for mankind in this troubled peri od of time
( 1 Tim. 3: 16, 17). The apostle Paul was not overwhelmed in the presence of a sinning, suffering world
(Phil. 1 :12-14). Paul had a remedy that no science,
philosophy , commerce, or legislation could provide
(Rom. 1 :16).
And, in this troubled time, the New Testament
church, with its Christ and teaching, is the world's
hope. Jean Paul Richter once said: "Christ with his
pierced hand has lifted empires off their hinges and
turned the streams of centuri es back into its channel." And we remind you that Jesus Christ, through
the New Testament church, has done more to regenerate mankind than all the philosophers, scientists,
poets and moralists have done since the creation of
Adam and Eve! The standing chall enge of Christ for
1900 years has been: "Which one of you convinceth
me of sin?" (John 8 :46) . Pontius Pilate answered
that question when Christ was on trial for his life,
and said: "I find no fault in him" (John 18 :38) .
Many efforts have been made to destroy the New
Testament church, but, with Christ its founder and
the Bible its guide, it stands towering above the
st orm -tossed sea of human doubt and speculation like
some great rock where the angry waves foam out
t heir rage and dash themselve s into sh am e !
The New Testament church, with it s t ea ching and
wor ship , stands as the monum ent of Je sus Christ
(Matt. 16 :18). While the New Testament church,
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being composed of human beings, has made mistakes,
she is the fairest among ten thousand institutions,
and the chief glory in all the world.
The New Testament church does not need a new
gospel, for there is only one remedy for sin (1 Cor.
1 :18; 2 :2; 1 :21-24-; Gal. 6 :14). The only hope of
the world lies in the reign of Jesus Christ through
the New Testament church (Matt. 28 :18-20; Mark
16 :15, 16). Stupendous task s confront us; and it is
a time when every talent of wealth, learning, piety,
and prayer should be laid on the altar for the winning
of the world to Christ , and this can only be done
through the New Testam ent church and its powerful
influence!
The New Testament chur ch has the right to live
because people can only become members of it by the
Lord's adding them to it (Acts 2 :47). The New
Testament church will live because it preaches Christ
to a lost and sin-cursed world. The New Testament
church preaches the Christ who healed the sick,
opened the eyes of the blind, lifted up the fallen, and
raised the dead. The New Testament church preaches the Christ who so believed in a principle that he
was willing to die for it. Th e New Testament church
preaches the Christ who could look down into a sincursed soul, see the good in it, and say: "Go and sin
no more" (John 8 :11). The New Testament church
preaches the Christ whose sinless life has shamed
the whole creation!
Th e New Testam ent church
preaches the Christ, the Son of God, whose power
reached to the complete forgiveness of sins. The
New Testament church preaches the Christ whose
death shook the earth and veiled the sun. The New
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Testament church preaches the Christ who died that all
others might be saved and live forev er . Th e New
Testament church preaches the Christ who unlocked
the grave, took the power away from th e devil, triumphantly arose from the dead , and holds th e ke y
to eve ry grave. The New Testam ent chur ch pr each es
the Christ who ascended to h eaven, was crown ed
King of kings and Lord of lord s, and who hold s the
destiny of the teeming millions of earth in his power.
· The New Testam ent church prea ches th e Chri st who
is preparing the "home where chan ges never come,"
and who will come back to this ear th to gather his
faithful people home, and who will say to them:
"Enter into the joy of th e Lord." Th e New Testament church preaches the Christ who is "the sa me
yesterday, and today, and forever" (Heb. 18 :8) .
Beca use the New Test ament ch urch is following
the Holy Christ whom we h ave ju st des cr ibed, it has
th e right to live, and will live on and on!
And la st, but not least, th e New Testament church
ha s the right to live becau se it t eac hes all people to
live for the honor of the present and for the glory
of the future!
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THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

L. S. White
Our Lord came into the world to build an institution
aga inst which the powers of darkness could not prevail (Matt 16 :18). After the death, burial and resurrect ion of Je sus Christ, followed by his ascension
to heaven, every thing looked forward to Pentecost,
the birthday of the church and the day upon which
the "will of God" was probated. The whole history of
the apost les, after the ascension of Christ, is woven
aro und the church; apart from the church, their
lives would have little significance. There was a vital
reason for bringing the church of Christ into existence ; and its significance was in this: The church
wa s to be the organized and vocalized expression of
the Holy Spirit; the organization through which the
message of the Holy Christ was to be given to the
world, and through which his power of redemption
was to be felt in the salvation of the lost.
The church is the only institution that was ever
given under the direct revelation of fhe Holy Spirit;
and it is the only organization that has the full and
complete sanction of the will of God. In the New
Testament it is called "the church of Christ," "the
chur ch of God," "the church of the firstborn;" and
Christ loved the church, gave himself for it; and ident ified it with his body; and the church is the bride
of Christ.
Before the church could be established, certain fund ..:
amental facts had to exist-the
development of God's
plans in dealing with the human family, which led to
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Christ's being the foundation of the chuch (1 Cor .
3 :11). The whole Jewish race was looking for the
establishment of the kingdom of God here on earth .
After the ascension of Christ, "all authority of heaven
and earth" was given to him (Matt. 28 :18) ; and he
then made his will complete . The will of Christ had
to be probated; and in order to do this, the Holy
Spirit came upon the apostles .
This all came to a climax on the day of Pentecost;
it was then and there the will of God was probated;
and the terms of entering the kingdom of God made
known; and the great body of believers who conformed to this will of God was called "the church."
What those people were taught, what they believed,
what they did as obedience to God, and the form and
spirit of the organization into which they entered,
was what God saw proper for his people and for the
New Testament church for that time and for all time
to come .
Why should the church of the present time be_ different in organization, work, life and character from
the one which was organized under the direction of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and the few
years of perfection and development which followed
that day? Who has had the authority to change it?
Who has been able to see clearer than God himself
what humanity and the church of God needed? If
Jehovah wished the church changed, why did he not
delegate some one to do it? We are glad that God
has not committed the power to ch:mge, to reconstruct and make over the conditions which are required by him to enter the church to the fickleness
of frail humanity! (Gal. 1 :8, 9) .
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The history of the church is the history of Christianity; and Chri stianity ha s had no other means of
expr essing itself except through the church; and~ today, the progress of t he chu:r-ch is a history of the
people's attitude toward Chri st and his religion. Even
unto this good hour , the whole history of suffering,
greed, peonage and social wrong lies close to the
hearts of men who have disre garded the revealed will
of God. The church and it s ideal teaching from the
New Testam ent lie at the very heart of civilization
and the proper development of the human race. We
cannot get awa y from the church; for our attitude
toward Jesus Christ and his teaching determines the
course of our lives.
Civilization is not built upon material substance
alone; but is built upon . the spiritual use of that substance; for national gr eatness is det ermined by national righteousness, as Solomon says: "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any
people" (Prov. 14 :34). National greatness is not det ermined by big guns or immense wealth, but with
the sacredness with which the will of God is enshrined in the national heart; and the church is the
medium of national moralit y and righteousness as
much as it is the promoter of individual Christian
character , of spiritual enthusiasm
and Christian
idealism.
When the church all over the world is brought back
to it s ori ginal faith and tea ching, so that it will conform to th e will of God, as r evealed in th e Bible, civilization will take on new lif e, and there will be a
br ighter and better day for th e kingdom of God.
The earl y church was a very simple organization;
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and there was only one body of believers, whether
they were at Jerusalem or at Antioch or Corinth (1
Cor. 12 :20). Christians in the early days of the
church were soon scat"tered into many parts of the
world, and established congregations of Christians
wherever they went; and each one of the congregations established had the same gospel, the same requirements and the same practices as the church in
Jerusalem following the day of Pentecost; but the
"mother church" in Jerusalem had no authority over
the other local congregations anywhere; and the same
is true today with the New Testament church; for no
collection of congregations today has any authority
over any local congregation.
There was not the slightest hint of an ecclesiastical
organization to control the church for several centuries after its establishment; and no creed was forced
on these early Christians; as Paul said: "For I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified" ·(1 Cor. 2 :2).
The "divine right of kings" is a dead doctrine in
politics among most of the nations; and it is only a
question of time till "the divine right (so called) of
priests and popes to rule the church" will be shattered ; and this is one of the good things the New Testament church is doing with the gospel plea: Then,
"back to the Bible ; back to Christ; back to the simple teaching, faith and practice of the New Testament
church under the direct teaching and guidance of the
inspired apostles!"
The church of the present and future must teach
the simplicity of the faith and obedience to the gospel as held by the apostles, as originally taught by
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Jesus Christ; and this, and this only, m·ust be the
fundamental and exclusive test of fellowship.
All these things were taught by the Holy Spirit,
through the apostles, on the day of Pentecost, and
were practiced by the early congregations (Acts 2 :3642).
The church of the present and · future must also
teach and practice respect for, and obedience to, law
and order, or else people will not respect the spiritual
laws of God. "Render therefore unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's; and unto God the things
that are God's" (Matt. 22 :21).
The church of the present and future must recognize the Bible as the word of God, and the only authority for doctrine to be taught to people to develop
the Christian life and character, without which they
cannot be saved! The church of the present and
future must place Jesus Christ at the center of its
worship and practice (John 12 :31; Mat. 18 :20) ; for,
just as the sun is the life, strength and light of the
world, so is Jesus Christ the center of the life and
light of the church!
The church of the future must not be a "Solomon's
Harem," with 700 "brides" by being tied up with 700
denominations, each one claiming to be the "bride of
Christ!"
These divisions among denominations are
the greatest hindrance in the world to the kingdom of
God, and a flouting of the authority of Jesus Christ!
(John 17 :20-23). The church of the present and fut ure must be one in doctrine and practic e as was the
chur ch in Jerusalem : (Read Matt. 28 :18-20; Acts
2 :47; Eph. 5 :25; 1 Thess. 4 :13-18; Rev. 19 :5-9;
22:1-6).

42

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

THE DISINTEGRATION OF
DENOMINATIONALISM

G. H. P. Showalter
The subje ct of denominational disintegration is susceptible of varied construction depending on the conception of the individual. It might be regarded as a
thing passed already and thus a matter of history;
it might be regarded as a thing in process at the
present; or a matter of prophecy, a desired consummation for the future.
It is a question that has to do with institutionalism
current, past and future.
Can the modern party
groups and sects of Christendom of the present, be
eliminated, disintegrated, so that denominational and
party lines will disappear and all be merged in one
universal group or church?
Sectarianism is not of
recent origin.
Neither did it spring up as a new
thing in the recent past, or in the middle ages. It
began with its pernicious influences in the days of
the inspiration of the apostles of Jesus Christ, and
before the New Testament canon was closed the
apostles in their preaching and writing made no infrequent allusion to it. The Savior prayed that
beiievers might be united, that the world might believe, and the apostles urged upon the saints the value
of unity, and its necessity in order to please God and
save men. Nevertheless there were sects in the early
church. The Jews c·alled the church of our Lord, itself , "the sect of the Nazarenes" (Acts 24 :5). And
this because of its origin among those people-the
Jewish nation-who
were supposed to be the true
people of God. Any defection from the religion of
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the Jews was regarded as a sect, a faction, and hence
a denomination. Rightly so, maybe. But they missed
the whole truth of heaven, that this new institution
under Christ, was meant to be in truth, a new order
of things, not a segment or part of the Mosaic dispensation, · but a new system, a new covenant, a. new
law, and that the old Jewish economy had run its
course and was taken away in the cross of Christ.
But there were sects, not a few of them in the early
church.
By the inspired penmen they were called
"heresies." This word in the plural form occurs three
times in the "Authorized" or King James English
version of the New Testament.
The word never occurs in the New Testament in its strict modern meaning. On the contrary it has the meaning of sects,
factions. There was then a plurality of sects even as
early as the date of the writings of Paul and Peter,
mentioned in First Corinthians, Galatians, and the
second Epistle of Peter. The apostle Peter calls these
religious parties or religious denominations sects of
perdition, and designates them as "destructive" and
"damnable" (2 Peter 8 :1). Paul, in Galatians 5 :20,
classes these factions or sects, or religious denomi .nations as works of the flesh, along with fornication
and all the vile and gross immoralities that carry men
down into the very depths of debauchery and crime
along with idolators . Paul would say then that a
sectarian in the church, or in a party that is an offshoot from the church, is just the same as an idolator
in heaven's sight, that idolatry and sectarianism
draw exactly the same penalty, the same punishment,
that they amount to the sam e thing so far as guilt
before God is concerned, a.11d that finally those who
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pra cti ce suc h things cannot, sh all not, inherit the kingdom of God. Again st them the gates of heav en are
barr ed forever.
It is a terribl e th in g to indulge a
factiou s sp irit in the church.
·The Disintegration

of Denominationalism

In one important sense "denominationalism"
has
never been integrated . Ther e is no unity, no coher ence, no common accord. Th ere is no platform of
prin ciples in general acceptance and agreement, upon
which th e various and varied idea s, opinions and beliefs of th e lea ders of the numerou s groups have yet
ag r eed t o t ake their st and. Th ey do not accept a
single constitution as an expression of fundamental
".-;i11cipies, peculiar to th em all, and as an express ion
uf their right to exist as an ind epend ent body, apart
fro m the body of Christ and as a community of people in th e realm of religi on with definite aims, and
ideals, faith and practic e. Each denominational group
is an int eg ral entity, separat e and apar t from and
out of f ellowship with any and all other groups and
parties within the entire range of r eligious activity
and re ligiou s life and condu ct. One of th e great
fundamentals for the existence of any religious denomination, and of all r eligious denominations and
parties is the inharmonious attitude toward any and
all other parties, groups, or churches.
This is a
necess it y. Without such an attitude the religious
gro ups of denominationalism would quickly pass into
a state of non-existence, and as recognizable entities
would dis appear from the ea rth.
The worthwhile
por tion of th em would be absorbed into the church
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of J esus Christ our Lord, and the rest would take their
place among the various types and stripes of skepticism and other phases of religious philosophy and
infidelity.
The sin of unbelief, always the bane of the professed
people of God, is always fundamental in the conception, institution and inauguration of every denominaa short one
tiona l chur ch. It is but one step-and
too-from
any one of the popular denominational
church groups of the present time, to gross materialist ic dogmata and atheistic philosophy.
To "denominate," means to name, and "denomination" is the
"name" of someth ing. But the "existence" of a thing
precedes the "naming" of it. "Every religious denomina tion" th at has yet been started in the world
is a direct result of some teaching that separated it
from some other group, and brought about division
and discord that divided a group of religious people.
This dividing into two or more parts, in the Greek
called "heresy," is, in the Latin, called "sect." "Sectarian ism, then, always precedes "denominationalism
-"denominate"
mere ly assigns a name to a "faction,"
"sec t," or "heresy."

The Strength of Denominationalism
1. Worldly Wealth
The strength of denominationalism is to be found
in its ability not only to exist, but to extend its powers and its influence over others. It must grow or
die. It must, through an exte nsion to others of its
peculiar tenets, make provision for its future preservation and growth. And, conversely, its numerical,
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financial and moral strengt h mu st be re sponsible for
that mea sure of confidence and of influence that is
essential to growth . And first:
Any great aggregation or organization of people depends in a very large
way upon its financial resources . Upon this must be
suspended the phy sica l machiner y that is essential
for the successful operation of the organization.
America is strong and mighty among the nations of
the earth, because of its wealth . Its vast natural resources afford the potential background for its power
and influen ce in the educational, moral and political
activities of the nations of the world. Its high degree
of intelligence of its people adaptabl e and pliable,
efficient an d effective, in its application to science,
invention and discov ery, and to the intricate process
of the production and opera tion of machinery has
given our nation a strength, a power, and a standing,
pre-emin ent among the political powers and organiza . tions of modern time s. And i:;o in all institutions ,
whatever their nature or chanicter that are of this
world; by which I mean to say all institutions founded
by men, whether they be fraternal, educational, political, or religious. Money, and plenty of it, is absolutely essential for their power, progress, and influence, and for their institutional success . There is
but one institution known among men of which this
is not true and that is the church of the living God.
And of this its founder sa id: "My kingdom is not
of this world."
The kingdom of Christ does not
depend upon the material wealth of its constituency.
Some of the greatest in the kingdom of God have
been the poorest in th e treasures of earth.
The
Master's condition of citizenship in his kingdom, the
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pledge of allegiance to the sovereignty of the royal
reign of heaven, is self-abn egation: "If any man will
come after me, let him deny him self ... "(Luke 9 :23).
"Did not God choose them that are poor as to the
world to be rich in faith, an d heir s of the kingdom
which he promised to them tha t love him?" (Jas. 2 :5).
The benedictions for tho se who are members of the
church which Jesus buii t, are not conditioned on the
possession of the ri ches and treasures of this world.
A man may be rich, and be a Christian, but he may
be never so poor and at the same time exhibit in an
eminent degree those gr aces and benevolent qualities
that adorn the life of the greatest in the heavenly
kingdom and that determine the character of a full
grown man in Christ Jesus the Lord. To the contrary, the great in all the humanly devised, founded
·and governed religious institutions have been, and
are , those benefactors , who, through their wealth have
brought worldly fame, distinction and notoriety to the
denominational church of their choice. Wealth is one
of those strong points in all the churches that have
been founded by uninspired men. The Roman Catholic
Church today has its many millions , and even billions
of dol_lars, and, upon this more, perhaps than upon
any other one thing, depends the prodigious growth
of that vast r.eligious institution.
2.

Worldly Education

And, in the second place, r eligious denominations
seek to be strong through an elaborate system of
"theological education," the study of "comparative
religions ," or "orthodoxy" and "her erodoxy." Their
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ministry "must" be educated. They carry along with
this a presumption that the clergy alone can interpret
the Bible and that to the uninitiated and untrained
in the mystery and the Jore of th eology , th e Bible is
a closed and sealed book. To them , fors ooth , th e
seven seals have not been opened-not , at least, to
any but those initiated in the mysteri es of some occult divination.
They would tak e away the key of
knowledge from the common people and permit them
not to enter the temple of God except under the direction of certain leaders who stand between God and
man, and arrogate to themselves the authority to
certify just who should and who should not enter
the temple of God. They place themselves between
man and divine revelation and undertake to tell the
common people what God means. Th e people can
understand what God says, but these theological
grand ees, assume the prerogative of telling men what
Gdd meant, but did not say. They have become wise
above what is written and reserve to them selves the
power and prerogative to spiritualiz e th e Bible and
cause men to believe that it teaches what God has not
said. I talked with a fine young man , a memb er of
one of the popular denominations.
He was well educated, according to accepted standards of academic
recognition; well schooled and well trained in the colleges and the university . He said he read the Biole
-read
it some-but
he could not at all understand
it. He believed in a learned min istr y-an educated
clergy-he
believed that it is nec essa r y-ne cessa ry
in order to tell people what to do r eligiou sly, and he
was perfectly satisfied to do what the se men of wisdom in spiritual affairs required. He re pr esented the
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rank and file of the people who make up the membership in this highly respectable community of a certain prominent faith and order, of our present time.
Thus they do not allow the divine revelation of God
who ha s told men what to do to be saved. The rather
they must themselves t ell men what to do to be saved
from sin here and what to do to enter the everlasting
kingdom of glory. And this same popular denomination in the year 1941 alone raised more than $10,000,000, to be exact $10,279,855, as a fund for education .
Now what do you think could have been done had
this amount of money been spent in gospel meetings,
out in the waste places where gospe l preachers may
proclaim the simple gospel of Christ, the terms of
pardon as set forth in the great commission, and as
this great commis sion was ~xecuted under the ministry of in spired men ? Millions of men and women
are hun gering and thirsting for the bread of life, and
are lost because the light of the glorious gospel of
Chr ist who is the image of God has not dawned upon
them. And yet the "clergy" are spending millions
of dollars every year on themselves to heighten their
already lofty attainments in the wi.sdom of this world
which is foolishness with God. And this is another
of those bulwarks of strength that sustain and support, and seek to justify and to perpetuate denominational Christianity . Unlike all of this, the kingdom
of Christ is composed of godly men and women whose
high honor it is to seek and to save the lost, to rescue
the perishing, to care for the dying.
3.

A Form of Godliness

Religious parties

founded by men are not devoid
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of at lPa:--t som<' form or worship and of suppose dly
c;piril ual ncn ice. \Vorship is an et>sential part of all

religion-true
and falfie. Cain, the first born of the
race of Adam was a religious man and he engage d
to \,·orship. Also, his worship was directed to the
great Jehovah, the creator of the race. His religion
was false, his worship was vain, and his sacrifice was
rej ected and repudiated because it was not of faithnot according to the commandment
of God. And
there have been many Cains, the devotees in religion,
all down through the ages. The pagan religions, an d
the pagan philosophies, of Egypt, of Ammon, of
Edom, of Moab, of Midian, of the Hittites, of Philis·cina, of all the seven nations of Canaan in their worship of the sun, and the sa Ti'.'; ' , of their own ch ildren, and all the uns )e.,kable abominations-of
A::isyria. Babylonia, of the far-flung provinceB and satrapie.s of the Medo-Persian Em1)ire. of the ancient
Hindus, of the gross materialistic: philosophies and
mythologies of Greece and Rome, when great men
lived, and v.:isclom flourished-all
the:,;e great nations
and people::, were religious, they were worshippers but they worshipped and served the creature rather
the creator; they fell away into orgies of sens ualityJ
de ;)l·avity, and ebaucher -. Yet hey we ·e re igio us ,
often times very religious.
But they followed men
in stead cf God . Their priests and false prophets led
them astra~-. Their worship was an abominat ion in
th2 sight of God, because it was not of faith-that
faith that is a procluc:t of the word f)f Go l whi2h live
and abides. They were \vithont God, beLause whe n
they knew God they glorified rim not as God, they
l.J:::came vain, without faith, without Goel, witho ut
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hope-lo st! Denominational churches have their regular routine of worship.
They pray; they give
thanks; they give alms; they have a form of godliness. And all this gives them influence among the
people . It gives them a recognition, and a standing,
and is a chief element of their strength.
4.

Numerical Standing

A cause is generally reputed great if it has a grea t
number of people to accept it. The masses of the
people have not yet ceased to turn to, and be influenced by, the crowds. And it is conceded that in
numbers there is strength-about
as much importance to have numbers as to have unity. Denominationalism today has large numbers. And this is no
sma ll asset in their development,
growth
and
strength.
In the United States, the Roman Catholic
churc h alone· has a membership equal to more than
twelve times as many members as the Christian
church, or Disciples of Christ, and all the churches of
Christ combined . The Prntestant churches have millions of members. To the extent of the strengt h of
majorit ies they have much whereof to boast. Denominational churches have wealth; they have worldly
wisdom; education; they have numbers; they have
systems and forms of worship, that satisfy their
members, and that are not objectionable to the masses
of mankind. For most people concede that if men
are religious, if they worship and specially if they
worship the true God, it matters little whether that
worship is in harmony with or out of harmony with
the divine order and the divine limitation.
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WEAKNESSES
But denomination alism has it s weakn esses , and, so
to spea k, some of these ar e very strong wea knesses.
1.

Founded by Men

The whole sys t em ha s t h e element of true, and
genuin e and pronounc ed wea kness 111 that it was
founded by men and not by God. It is a work of
finit e men and not of th e infinite God. The ways
and works of God are high er than the ways and works
of men, as th e heave ns are hi gh er than th e ear th. At
best there is a limitati on on th e knowledg e of men;
but God is infinit e in knowl edge and in wisdom . God
founded the chur ch but he fo un ded not one of t h e
If God be for us who can
sectar ian denominations.
be against us? On th e other hand , if God is not on
our side, we will fail. And any move ment of men
will ultim ate ly fail if God is lef t out of it.

2.

Not of Faith

Denominationalism is not of faith. What is founded
on faith will stand . What is founded on faith must
be a uthori zed by th e word of God. Faith in God
comes from hearing the word of God. But th e word
of God nowh ere provi des for the establish ment of
these num erou s sects, parties and man-m ade churches.
Th ey cannot, therefor e, be of fa ith . Where there is
faith th ere is power, th er e is strengt h . Without it
th ere is weakness.
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Not of the Wisdom of God
The origin, existence, development and progress of
deno minationalism
rests altogether on the w~sdom
of men. Its stability, its growth and its permanence
mu st be determined by the ingenuity of men and not
by the wisdom of God. In this respect it is in the
same category with all humanisms.
The pen of insp iration has written: "For seeing that in the wisdom
of God, the world through its wisdom knew not God,
it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness
of the preaching, to save them that believe" (1 Cor.
1 :21) . The Savior prayed that his followers might be
one that the world might believe, and the gospel was
pr eached that men who believe might be saved. This
was and is the wisdom of God and the divine plan.
But men in their own wisdom have separated themselves, brought on strife, division, discord, alienation
and hav e multiplied new bodies, new churches, new
sectar ian parties and factions.
They even boast,
sometimes that there are so many sects and factions,
called churches, so that everyone may find and have
the ch urch of his choice. The Lord's wisdom, and the
Lord's will, and the Lord's plan is one body, one
church, a church united , and not dissected, where all
spea k the same things, teach the same doctrine, and
that there be no divisions among the members of the
body of Christ but that all will be "perfected together
in the same mind and in the same , judgment" (1 Cor.
1 :10).

4.

Not Under the Approval of God

Without the benediction of heaven, the approval of
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our divine heavenl y Father, no cause will prosper .
An d without th e blessing of God sectarianism cannot
poss ibly -have an ultimate, happy and glorious, consumm ation. An ancient sage prayed: "Let me die
the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like
hi s" (Numbe rs 23 :10). Sectarianism and denomina tion alism may, and will, finally die, but the syste m
will not and cannot die the death of the righteous.
It is not a righteou s thing, but a thing most seriously sinful in the sight of God to bring about divi sions and separations among God's people and to inaugur ate, establish, strengthen
and op·erate rival,
comp etitive religious institutions where God has not
spoken and wh ere his heavenly authority is unknown.
Th e cause is unutt erably w2ak where the approva l of
God is unknown .
General Summary

Those who claim to be loyal to Christ should examin e themselves . It is a time to evaluate the life
in th e light of God's requirements and the profession
mad e by those who claim to respect the authority of
God, t o submit to his law, and to tJ,;emble at his word .
Th e cause is far too sacred to be imperiled by any
sor t of neglect on our part that will react to the injury
of t he body of Christ or any rashness, or hasty procedur e t hat will bring on strife, confusion, bitterness
and r esult in division. Some seem to have a mania
for pr ess ing small things to a point of disrupt ion in
th e chu rch. They will forever urge and ta lk about
th em, and bring on a state of discord . And thi s is
t he way all sects find their beginning.
Notice the
fa ctor s h ere involved.
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l. Those who are nol subject~. of t lw infat uation
of the one-idea-man-Uw
liolihyi:::.l-those who can
think soberly, should C'-eni:::.e patience along with sobriety. Sometimes a l1obl>yi,t nms amuck and ceases
to function purely bec:iuse he cannot find an ybody
to worry with him, or about his hobby . He ceases to
find material , ·ith which to foment strife and cause
confusion. The reaction of th3 level-headed among
the members of the congregation, must be ju st right
in order to disturb the peace and bring about div ision. If wisdom is shown just here it is usually the
case that the evils of hobbyism can be ave rted. The
hobby soon begins to wither, and mold, an d fa de away
and decompose like a rank mushroom in a shad y place
when the weather becomes dry and the sun shin es hot.
And it is becoming increasingly preva lent now for
"some churches" to be continually trying to t urn some
"other churches" out of "the church." Leade r s in evil
live but for a time and then pass away , But the
churches live on. To declare a distinct "non -fellow ship" with all the members of a congrega ti on "because, forsooth," a few of its leaders, or a preacher
or two, are irregular in conduct. or disorde rl y in life,
or in doctrine may not always be the sane way . This,
if per isted in, will soon start "anothe r denomination." Perha ps 99 per ent of the membe r s are above
criticism in regard to teaching, faith, pr actice and
morals. Consider whether it is the "mo r e excellent
way" to saYe the church, teach its members, and expose false teaching. And don't forget that the members of the present, whether worthy or unworthy,
good or bad, will soon pass avrny. but the chu r ch itself lives on. Shall we start up another denom ina-
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tion? Or is it possible to accomplish a better work
in the long-run, by teaching those who stand in need
of it, and helping to save the er ring. I hav e seen
this matt er handled in one way by some, and in
quite a different way by others and have watched
history and have seen the different results. Consider
this as may seem good and be governed by that wisdom which is from above in making its application,
or in accepting or rejecting this suggestion.
Paul,
in his writings discloses that there were many evils,
already, at that time introduced into the churches.
He urged remedial measur es, rather than the annihilation of churches.
He wrote to a church in the
city of Corinth, a very great commercial and wicked
city of his day. The church was pretty seriously affected. Some of its members were pretty far away
from the high .standard of life required of God's people. Yet he calls them "saints."
But he reproved ,
rebuked and exhorted them. Maybe this church at
Corinth was as bad as some churches of Christ to(1.)
They were embroiled in division and
day.
strife in a very serious way. (2.) They were adulterers-some
of them-and
the rest condoned it. (3.)
They had among them some who did not believe in
the resurrection of the dead. (4.) They were carrying their litigations with one another into the courts.
(5.) They had corrupted and perverted the Lord's
supper. But Paul did not discard them as a church.
He went about teaching them in pra yer and altogether in a very thorough and good way. Someh ow
I have a feeling that some of the leaders of our day
engaged in church fixing. would probably have de-
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clare d a non-fellow ship with them alt ogether, and
turned thi s chur ch out of th e church altogeth er.
"And Now the Disintegrations"

And now th e course of procedure in th e dis int egrat ion of the denominations. When the World War No.
I was on mor e than a quarter of a century ago, th e
citiz ens of our countr y and of other countries were
throw n together in an intimate as sociati on such as
they had not known before. So to o; were the members of th e various religious bodies. A great leader
re cently sa id there are no infidels in foxhol es . In the
face of death on gory battlefields, th e men thou ght
not of their own denomination but of th e far mor e
serio us question of salvation in the glory wor ld. They
half forgo t any denominational ties by which th ey
had been bound and thought in t erm s of whether
t hey were about to die with or without th e hope of
et ernal life. Th ey forgot sectarian differ ences, and
became far more liberal and tolerant with others.
They looked to the Bible. There was hope among us
that the time was opportune at the close of th e war
to break up and disinte grate the whole baneful sy stem of denominationalism and put God, Christ, and
the Bible first.
But such was a big assignment .. The ideal was good
but its accomplishment was not an easy task-a thing
that too man y of us failed at that time t o r ealize.
Ther e was denominational prid e and entrenched int er ests . Th er e was wealth, organiz ati on, and det er mined devote es t o the genius and spirit of sectar ian-
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ism. The y had many millions in their various ecclesia stical groups . If .some wanted to be more religious
an d more faithful to God, they , in most cases, did not
distinguish between the sectarianism of the present
time and th e true Christianity of the New Testament .
What did they do?
Th ey responded favorably to a more liberal attitude. A few combinations and mergings were made.
Th e Methodists North, of God, and the Methodists
South, of God, merged to make one bigger, and more
powerful denomination.
The Northern Presbyterians and the Southern Presbyterians
were united.
They did not dissolve and disintegrate and agree to
take the Bible as their guide and the New Testament
as their only rule of faith and practi ce. They just
str engthened themselves
into one greater,
more
wealthy, and stronger denominational body. Interdenominational prejudices were soft ened and shaken
as a r esult of the war and the friendly contacts of
members of different sectarian bodies, but the same
principles of the different faith and order, and of
human authorities at their foundation were maintained.
The effect of the war today on the average man,
so far as r eligion is concerned, is about the same as
dur ing the last war. They are somewhat less intoler ant tow ard other religious partie.s. The men at
the front, who have gone, as it were, into the very
jaws of death itself, will, it is believed, have less int ere st than heretofore, in abstractions and theories
a nd a keen er appreciation of the pure and undefiled
r eligior, chat applauds human sympathy and love, and
r elieves the bereaved, the suffering and the needy.
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They will have less use than ever for the teaching of
religious philosophy, theologies, orthodoxies, and heterodoxies. They will want practice, and not theor y.
And all of this gives a very great opportunity to all
those who advocate and urge upon men the simplicity
of the gospel of Christ as the only way of life and of
hope for the race.
Dr. George H. Talbot, a distinguished Presbyterian
minister has during the last two years visited more
than one hundred army camps and naval stations on
behalf of the "Committee of Camp and Church Activities of the Presbyterian War Time Service Commission." Reporting in a recent (Dec. 25, 1943) issue of
Liberty Dr. Talbot, among other things of interest
says: "The Christian life of the future must be broad- ·
er than it has been generally interpreted in the past.
No narrow sectarianism will command the fidelity of
men who have seen battle and death." There will be
slight patience with "ecclesiastical teachings" that
build upon "scanty foundations."
And he adds: "I
venture that the "creeds which will draw the allegiance of our veterans will be only those through which
the strong wind of God blows constantly" . . . . No
"sickly humanism" that extols "mechanical human
progress" and "omits" the "deep tendencies" that
"work and twist the soul will satisfy.
No creed
that extols a general culture, as against a positive
faith need apply for the sufferance of veterans."
Such a condition adds immeasurably to the possibilities of our work. And this is pretty plain talk from
an emin ent theologian in the Presbyterian church.
And all this after a visit of two years and a study
of the religious life of the soldiers in the camp. It is
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to be hoped that th ese fir st hand observat ions and
matur ed conclusions will be considered in their full
import by the other great lead er s in the Pr esbyt er ian Church with whi ch Dr. Talbot is affiliated.
The t ime is now opportune for a weakening of th e
forces an d pow ers of sectarianism, by the pr each in g
of t he gos pel to those who see th e inutility and
wor t hles s sp eculations of the who le denominational
world. But this will call for lab ors and sacrifices.
It will call for more and great er wor k on th e part of
tho se who know the truth and have confidence in its
power and influence over the hearts and lives of men.
It is a tim e most favorable for pres enting the balm
in Gilead for the cu, e of sin- sick sou ls. It is
t he par t of wisdom to seek now as right eous souls
rave per haps never sought before, the ri ghteous elimina tio n of schi sm, dis cor d, strife, faction, and sect ism, th e pro cess that alone will br ing about th e "disintegra tion" and th e final and ultimate eradicat ion of denomination al Chri stianit y , to gether with
t he exa lta ti on of the name of Christ and of the church
of th e living God.
May we be faithful to the truth he ha s g iven , loyal
to his law, in all thing s act by his divine authority in
our works of faith and labors of love that we may
have at last an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom through the love, m ercy , and grace of
God an d of Jesus Christ our blessed and adorable
Redeemer .
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THE CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY

L. S. White
" Upon this r ock I wi ll bu ild my chu r ch; ancl t he gat es of
hades shall no t pre v ail cigainst it" (MATT. 16:18).

The word "church" is used in# a local sense, including the saved in a given locality, or in a general sense,
including all the sav ed in the world, and, primarily
means an "assembly called out and separated in a
spiritual sense."
The church is the "family of God," as we see in
Eph. 3 :15: "Of whom the whole family in heaven and
ear th is named."
"Th e Chur ch in the Community," of course, has
ref erenc e to the "local congregation" there. But what
is a "local congregation," or "The Church in the Communit y ?" (See Rev. 1 :10-13, 18-20). From these
vers es we see that "the local church," or "The Church
in the Community," about which we are talking, is
God's "lightbearer,"
or "candlestick," and its mission is t o give forth the light of God's eternal truth
t o the people in the locality. Here are seven churches
-th e church at Ephesus, at Smyrna, at Pergamum,
at Th yatira, at Sardis, at Philadelphia, and at Laodicea-and each one wa s "The Church in the Community." Their names are repeated in the second and
thi rd chapters of the book of Revelation, with an inspir ed letter written to each one, showing what the
Lord approves or disapproves in "The Church in the
Community."
What, then, is "The Church in the Community" to
do in this age of the world? First, the chur_:~his to
hear the voice of the Spirit of God, taking heed to all
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that is spoken . The Cr eator gave to us ears, an understanding heart. We are under solemn obligation
to use our ears in accordance with his will. Second,
the church is to fight the good fight of faith, overcoming all temptations and resi sting evil in every
form. Third, having overco me the world and all the
evil therein, the church is to enjoy the blessedness
of the victorious life. In the book of Revelation we
read: "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith to the churches. To him that overcometh,
to him will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in the Paradise of God" (Rev. 2 :7). Every person
in a given locality should become a member of the
church of his community and live in accordance with
the creed of the chur ch , which is the New Testament.
In the church he should live. In the church he should
serve. In the church he should die. All who die as
faithful member s of th e church receive a crown of
life which fades not away.
In the book of Hebrews we read: "Not forsaking
our own assembling together, as the custom of some
is, but exhorting one another; and so mu ch the more
as ye see the day drawing nigh" (Heb. 10 :2-7). The
Hebrew brethren had been forsaking the meetings of
the congregation and, by so doing, had denied themselves certain blessings and privileges.
No church
member can neglect the meetings of the church and,
at the same time, live as he ought to live and please
the Father.
The blessings of fe llowship, of worship
and of service come to all who participate wholeheartedly in such meeting s. Tho se who fail to attend miss
these wonderful blessings. "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to preRent your bod-
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ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service" (Rom. 12 :1) .
Taking the books of the New Testament from Romans to 2 Thessalonians, we find that each book is
addressed to a "local congregation."
In other words,
about one-fourth of the entire New Testament is addressed to "The Church in the Community." By read-,
ing these books we come to a clear understanding of
the mission of the local congregation and what the
Lord expects of us as individual members of the same.
The last ver se of the third chapter of Ephesians is
significant.
Let us re ad it . "Unto him (God) be the
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations forever and ever. Amen." Looking at this
inspired passage in its several parts, we learn; First,
That glory and honor and praise is due our God. This
is true because he is our maker, our preserver, our
provider, our redeemer.
Second, That we should
honor our God through the proper channel-"in
the
church and in Christ Jesus."
Every act of service
and devotion should be done through the Christ or his
spiritual body. Third, that this glory or honor should
be a perpetual thing, or, as Paul said, "unto all generations for ever and ever." Not for a few years or even
a few centuries should God's people honor him, but
for all time, yea, for eternity. Fourth, that the truth
of the passage is worthy of special emphasis, for it
is concluded with a grand "Amen ," meaning, "so may
it be."
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THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIETY

G. H. P. Showalter

Man is by creation, and hen ce by nat ure, a social
being. When "Jehovah God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone ; I will make him a help meet
for him" (Gen. 2 :18), he made dir ect allu sion to the
woman whom he was about to cr eate, but as well also
to the vast posterity of the man, a creation through
the union of the man and th e woman . It was not
the divine will that the man sho uld be alone as it regards the propagation of the ra ce, and woman was
created and the holy instituti on of marri age wa s originated and estab lished. The marita l r elation and
association is the holiest and happiest of ear thl y hu man ties-happ y because connubial love is the purest,
tend eres t and loftiest measure of affect ion, and all
because it is heaven's design an d heaven' s law. Its
exerc ise and its consummation within the limit at ions
of divine precept define it at once as the most sac red
as well as the most ancient in the whole realm of
human ties and association.
The existence of every human being is an inst ance
of God's creation. His originati on of th e in dividua ls
through the natural law of pro creati on is at the same
time the act of the creative power of God. He is the
Father of our spir its and the creator and make·r of
our bodies. And man thu s created is not alone. He
is social and socia ble. Hi s way of lif e i made depend ent upon the compani onsh ips and associations
of hi s fellow beings with whom he has to do, and
hi s life and character are conti ng ent upon the exer cise of his socia l nature, disposition and poss ibilities.
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Th e wor d "Chri stian" is a derivative from the name
of Chri st, an impli cati on of intimate as sociation and
compa nion ship with th e peerl es s Lover of the human
r ace and th e great Founder and Head of th e church.
It is a hi gh and distingui sh ed honor to any one to
wea r th e nam e "Ch r isti an ," which is nothing less
t han to pr ofess an d wear the name of the Master
h imself . Th e individu al to whom the name may be
j ust ly and appo sit ely applied is a chara cter that has
accep t ed, adopted, appli ed and dev eloped a line of
condu ct and of charact er that exalts and portrays
all that is mo st excellent in the conduct of man, and
all that contributes mo st for the highest happiness
of th e r ace for time and eternity. And this exaltation
in life 's ideal s, aim s, aspirations, and , finally realizatio ns, is made p oss ible and is avail able only by an intimate compani ons hip and r elationship
with the
mat chless wond er wor ker an d t eacher, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

The Early Disciples
The early Christian s became such by the law of
as similation.
They accept ed the Lord, and his philosophy of life, duty and r elationship, fully, unreser ved ly, whol e-he ar t edly , and became his disciples
ind eed. " If ye continue in my word , then are ye my
discip les ind eed ; and ye shall know th e truth ... "
(J ohn 8 :31, 32). Th e call of th e gr ea t Teacher to the
weak, wear y, burd ened, he avy-laden wa s, "Tak e my
yoke upon you, and lea rn of me . . . . and ye shall
find r est " (Matt . 11 :28) . Hi s yoke and his teachin g
- the repro ach an d th e doct rine-however
incompat-
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ible with the conclusions of the worldly wise and the
worldly learne d, in th e halls of learn ing, among the
grandee s of earth and th e wise men and sages of all
time-w ere to be, have become, are, and will be the
potential, and the only potential, foundation for human harmony, hope and happine ss . "Th ey shall be
all tau ght of God," said the Savior.
"Every man,
therefore, that hath heard and learned of the Father,
com eth unto me" (John 6.45) . And, herein we find
the basis of the changed life by which the early disciples became, indeed a peculiar people, zealous of
good works, holy, eager and anxi ous to render an unse lfish service for their fellowmen, willing and ready ,
at all times, to deny themselves that others might be
benefited and blessed, and r ea lly seeking the welfare
of others rather than the advantage of personal favor
or of selfi sh aggrandizement.
Had Been With J es us
Immediately after the exa ltation of our Savior to
the right hand of God, the divine Father, and the as sumption of his sovereignty as the peerless ruler on
the throne of David, his disciples with boldness, freedom al)d fluency began to advocate, and to urge the
acceptance of his teaching as the only hope of th e
race, an d to plead that men would accept and apply
his precepts as the man of their coun sel, and the rule
and stand ard of their faith and practice.
The simplicity of their teaching am azed and confu sed the
grea t, learned, and pretentious leade rs in the schools
of the wise and the centers of lea rni ng . There were
men in those days who r egarded themselves as al-
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ready in possession of about all that was worth acquiring in the realm of knowledge, and that when
they died, wisdom would bid the world farewell. These
confronted the apostles, prophets and teachers of the
early church. They sought to overthrow the work
of the apostles and the doctrine, rule and authority
of Christ. Their effort s were supported by determination, and by an appeal to every means and agency,
whether fair or unfair, and with scruples pliable to
every touch of interest. Their plans and attacks and
united efforts and conspiracies failed miser ably. The
church grew, and men rejoiced in lives made clean
and pure from moral corruption and from the blight
and suffering of sin. "They took knowledge of them
that they had been with Jesus" (Acts 4 :13). They
got the information that th ese men had been disciples
of the unrivaled Prophet and Teacher of Galilee.
They themselves had probably seen them in our
Lord's company, and among the multitudes who followed the Master to hear hi s wonderful words-the
good news that the common people heard so gladly.
Their lives had been affected, and their conduct and
character modified by th eir presence with, and association with the Savior. And now, as then, and always, the contact with our Lord, and Master, the
Messiah and the Red eemer, will leave its stamp of
identity on men. And now let us consider just two
things having to do with the duty and the relationship of the Christian in society.
I

Contacts and Associations Required

The Christian is a follower of and an imitator of
Christ. The Christian seeks to do what his Master
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did . The Savior "went abo ut doing _good" (Acts
10 :38) . And the Christian seeks to imitate his Lord
and Master, and goes about doin g good. As the Lord
went to the people, so hi s follow er s go to t he people.
To save people we must go to th em, acq uaint ourselves with them - learn the ir con ditio n , t heir needs.
The tender sympathies of th e Sa vior are shar ed by
and exe rcised by every one wh o wears t he name
"Chri stia n" in a worthy man ner. Th e Savi or had
compassion on the people a'.:; he observed their sufferings, their grief, their sorr ow. He had for th em a
fellow feeling . That is to say he was moved with
sympathy for them.
Have you no t iced how many
tim es it is said of the Mast er, as he went about am ong
the people, that he had "compa ss ion" on t h em . Lit erally this word means "s uff ering with t h em," h ence
to have pity or sympathy for th em . And .such is the
way of God: "Like as a fath er pitieth hi s children ,
so Jeho va h pitieth them th at fear him" (Ps . 103:13) .
Th e Christian of today , 2.s ind eed of all t ime is under
the most sacred obligation t o exe r cise an att itude of
benevo lence toward others.
A Chri stian is "com passionate," and this is one of t h e clement s of life and
of livin g, that is essential to t he great work of going
out and finding the lost, and in effe ctin g th eir recovery from sin. Selfishness finds no plac e in the
kingdom of God and of Chri st. We mu st never over look the fundamental truth in t he kingdom of Christ,
that it is those qualities of character th at are graci ous, good, kind and benevol ent that attract the at tention and save the souls of th e lost, or build up and
strengthen the saved in the chur ch of th e living God.
Let us look briefly at just a few of those passages of
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Scriptur e that define the relationship, and enjoin the
duties, obligations, and responsibilities of the man
of God toward society in both its direct and remote
applications and implications.
II

The Work to Be Done

1. And first the words of our Lord: "Even so let
your light shine before men; that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven"
(Matt. 5 :16). Here we find first, a requir ement that
is mand atory: "Let your light shine before men;"
and second a revealing .statement involving a superb
and sublime truth; as to the result or the effect on
others. They will themselves turn to the Lord. In
the first place, then it is the function of a light to
shine. For this purpose it is divinely created. A light
must shine and will shine. This is its nature.
And
this cannot be prevented unless the light is covered
up . Ev ery luminary, primary and secondary, emits
light. And from the days of David down through
the centuries the prophets have reminded the success ive generations of men that peopled the earth,
that the word of God is light. It is "the true light
th at lighteth every man coming into the world" (Jno.
1 :19). And again: "This is the message which we
have heard from him and announce unto you, that
God is light , and in him is no darkness at all" (1
Jno. 1:15).
2. Paul to the Philippians: "Do all things without
murmuring s and questionings: that ye may become
blameless and harmless, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse gen-
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eration among whom ye are see n as lights in the world,
holding forth the word of life; t hat I may have whereof to glory in th e day of Chri st " (Phil. 2 :14-16). The
word of God as lived by t he se wor thy sa int s at Philippi, was a light h eld forth to others, that they might
see and behold, and rea lize that the product of the
word of God, the seed of th e kingdom, was lovely and
desirable . A Christian is under the most profoundly
solemn obligation to let th e word of Christ dwell in
him richly, in all wisd om, so t hat his life may be . a
r eflection of th e pr ecious life of our Lord, and may be
an attraction to thos e who know not God, and have
never as yet obeyed th e gosp el of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
But there are things that obscure the light. Some
people who profess to be th e serv ants of the Lord,
seem to find littl e sat isfa ction or happin ess in the
daily business of being a Christian . Th ey murmur,
they complain, they quest ion, they criti cize, they
pique at , they find fault. They find everything ugly
in everybody, in th e church and out of it . TJ:iey locate
nothing beautiful, or lovely, or pure, or ju st, or holy,
or admirable, in anybody. They are professional fault
finder s. They forget to r ejoi ce in the Lord-they
overlook that souls who had obeyed the truth of
heaven in the beginning, went on the ir way rejoicing,
and that saved men and women have eve ry rea son
to rejoice and be glad, and , fin a lly, the apostolic
order received from h eaven, and revealed for the
growth of the saints is, th at, as Chri stians, in deed
and in truth we should rejoi ce in the Lord always.
(Phil. 4 :4).
An aching, griping , dissat isf ied, disagreeable, com-
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'plaining, son of Adam, who claim s to be a Christian,
will not likely bring an y good influen ce on people to
ca use them to turn to th e Lord . If he is not miserable, he behaves like h e is, and most people out of the
chu rch, find mi sery enough where they are. They
are not seek ing mor e. And it might be added, that
just such a class of people are not infrequently found
r ight in the church, in the chi ef place s, and are active
to the extent of being obstreperous, and insubordinate. They i·epel and do not attract , and one such individual can often tear down more than a dozen godly
men can build up. Paul found some of this type at
some places where he went. H e says, by implication,
that there were some of th em at the __city and in the
church at Philippi, and also makes it very plain that
s uch people could not be seen "as lights in the world."
They were in the darkn es s of a total eclipse. They
were not "blameless," "harmless,"
nor were they
"without blemish."
The y were an utter and ignominious failure in the church then, and they are today.
They shed no light themselves and obscure the light
of others.
They are in the same category as those
mentioned by the apostle Peter, "It were better for
the m not to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after knowing it, to turn from the holy commandment, (law) delivered unto them" (2 Pet. 2 :21).
·3, "Sound speech, i;l:iat canno t be conde mned; that
he t hat is of the contrar y part ma y be ashamed, having no evi l thi ng to say of us" (Tit. 2 :8). So did
Pau l caution and admoni sh Titus, th e yo ung minister,
of J esus Christ. Care less talkin g has done more harm
perhaps than any other one thing that can be named
in the catalog of evils. Gracious were the words that
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proceeded from the lips of the Master (Luke 4 :22).
And words of grace shou ld be the salutory speech of
all the servants of God. We will never know how
much has been lost for the cause of the blessed Lord,
on account of bitterness of speech. Let all bitterness
be put away from you is the demand of Paul to the
church at Ephesus, and in the very .same conne ction
he forbids "all evil speaking" (Eph. 4 :31). Peter,
in urging the putting a'Yay of many evils lists among
them "evil speaking" (1 Pet . 2 :1). Our Savior made
the solemn awfu l statement that for every idle word
that men speak they will give an account in the day
of Judgment" (See Matt . 12 :36).
"Sound Speech," is the opposite of speech that is
unsound or corrupt.
The power of thought, as expressed in words, ·is so great, that men are justified
in giving time to the embellishments of th eir language, so that it "cannot be condemned." Men are impressed by sane, pure, clean, sound speech, such as
alone is safe in the expression of the will of God, as
revea led in the New Testament, or in the communication of thought relating to the exchange of ideas in
the affa ir s of social, business, or commercial life.
The words of the Master himself, or of his inspired
apostles and prophets, may easily be employed, and
are abundantly safe in making known to the untaught,
the manifold wisdom, grace, mercy, compassio n and
love of God in the scheme of human redemption.
4. There are times that try men 's souls-and
when boldness and courage are requir ed. To every
Christian come time s when the real t est mu st be
made. Some twenty-one times is the word "boldness"
or some of its flexions employed in the history of the
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Christ, and the ministry of his apostles, by inspired
penmen . They .spoke with boldness, th ey prayed that
they might at all times, speak the word with boldness. They "proclaimed," "urg ed," "ad vocat ed," and
"defended" the truth of God that mad e, and make s
men free from sin. They were unwillin g to. compromise the gospel of Christ to cau se it to fit into
the religious philosophies of the time, or to become
a part and parcel of them . "I am not asham ed of th e
gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation" is the language of one of the s e holy men ,
Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles. For thi s
truth they contended earnestly, anq, for its defense,
they laid down their lives. We must be bold to
"speak" the word of God, and "thoughtful" to "exhibit" the life of our Lord, "before" men, in all our
conduct as the representatives of th e Christ in the
social contacts in the earth.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPIRITUAL
DEVELOP MENT OF THE CHILD

L. S. White
The r ight kind of children come out of good hom es,
good s chools and good ch ur ches, which inspires them
with the desire to be useful, train them for th e task
and send them forth.
Sometimes you hear some one say: "I have not lost
faith in the church."
Exactly so, but faith on ice
will never train children or build up the church; for
it takes faith on fir e to build up the chur ch or to train
up children in the way they should go.
Let us not tarry in the helplessness of thos e who
cry: "Stand still and see the salvat ion of the Lord;"
but let us laun ch out on a gr eat program of training
up these fine chi ldr en for the greatest workers the
h ome, the schoo l and the chur ch have ever known.
How chil dren were train ed in Old Testament times:
"Hear, 0 Israe l; J ehovah our God is one Jehovah;
thou shalt love J ehova h th y God with all thy heart,
and with all th y soul, and with all thy might. And
these words, which I command thee this day, shall
be upon th y heart, and thou shalt tea ch th em diligently unto they childr en, and shalt talk of them
when thou sitte st in thy hou se, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when
,thou ri ses t up . And thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon they hand , and the y shall be for front lets bet ween thine eyes. And t hou sha lt wr ite them upon
th e door-posts of th y hou se, and upon thy gates"
(Deut. 6 :4-9).
How chi ldr en are to be tra ined in New Testament
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times: "And, ye fathers; provoke not your children
to wrath; but nurture them in the chastening and
'ildmonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6 :4).
There are three institutions for the training and development of chi ldren:
1. The home.
2. The school.
3. The church.
Th e training of children normally begins in the
home; is further carried on in the schoo l, and fin ished in the church. Very fortunate is the child that
is brought up in a good home, with all that means; is
educated in a good schoo l; and Christianized in the
church of the livin g God. Such a child has the very
hest possib le training for both time and eternity, and
there is a very great responsibility on parents in seeing that their children have such training; for the
wisest man who ever lived sa id: "Train up a ch ild in
the way he should go; and when he is old, he will
not depart from it" (Prov. 22 :6).
The schoo l develops the child physically and menta lly, and by all means this should be done; but
for the child to be developed physically and mentally
and dwarfed spiritua lly is a very dangerous thing.
If we will see to it that our children are properly
developed mentally, physically and spiritually, we
need not be uneasy about what they will be in this
present life; neither will we have any need to worry
about where they will go· in the future life! But
some one may ask: "How are we to get our children
to attend ch ur ch , where they can be so greatly benefitted spiritua lly?" Answer:
1. Go and take them to the Bible school.

76

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

2. Have them stay for preaching each Sunday;
and be sure to stay with them. No need to be too anxious about something to eat on Sunday; for Esau
sold his birthright for something to eat.
3. Lead your children to attend church by your
example after they get large enough to decide for
themselv es.
4. Get them to see a great vision of what the
spiritual life really means; for the wise man said:
"Wh ere there is no vision, the people perish" (Prov.
29 :18).
5. Train your children to think right; for the wise
man again said: "For as he thinketh in his heart, so
is he" (Prov. 23 :7).
Sometimes you hear some one say: "It makes no
diff erence what one thinks or believes, just so he lives
right."
But a more shallow or stupid philosophy of
life was never utt ered; for a person cannot live right
and think wrong. No one can rise above the thoughts
of his heart, hence, our Savior said: "Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8).
Let us remember that the child com es into the world
a very small baby; and that it takes food, exercise
much training and many years to develop it into a
man or a woman. On the same principle, when we
start the child in the spiritual life, it is only a "spiritual babe;" and that it tak es spiritual food the word
of God-spiritual
exercise, and many years of training for it to become "strong in the Lord." Let us also
r emember that a baby is all right as a baby, but no
one wants it to remain a baby. It needs to grow, and
let us see to it that the child grows spiritually.
But it matters not how much one desires a child
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to gr ow spiritually, unl ess it can be developed and inspired with a vision along that line, it will never grow
spiritually.
Th ere are not enough teachers in all the schools of
thi s city to make even one boy behave himself and
hav e good lesso ns and make a real man of himself
unless he make s up his mind to do so. On the same
prin ciple, it is impossible to develop a child spiritually unle ss the chi ld can be interested in such development.
Th en, let us be su re and lay the foundation for the
spiritu al development of our children on the word of
the Lord; for if the building of the spiritual life of
our childr en goes no deeper than our own vision, it
will fa ll when the te stin g time comes; because it will
be of the ".sandy type," and can stand neither the
sto rm nor flood of t empt ation.
· F ath ers and mothers, we plead with you, let us go
to church and t ake our children; for the church stand~
for a worth y life, and produces the highest possible
ty pe of manhood and womanhood. In fact, the boy
or girl that ha s been crad led in the lap of church, goes
out into the world to stand head and shoulders above
the one who ha s not felt the touch and influence of
the church.
We can no mor e build a noble and useful life without the solid foundation of righteous and correct
thinking than you can construct a concrete building
on thin air; hence, any training that does not transform the life and make it better and more useful, is
wort hless (1 Pet. 2 :2).
And now, this final word: Please remember that
our children did not ask us to bring them into the
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world; but we invit ed them to come into our own
hearts, lives and home s. Then, let us teach them ,
train them, and develop them physically, intellectually and spiritually .so that they will be both a pleasure and blessing in 0ur homes, for homes are the units
on which schools, churches and nations are built; and
let us see to it that our units do not fail.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE HOME

G. H. P. Showalter
The church, not taken int o accoun t , the "home" is,
as it relates to social life, the most sacred and important word found in the Bible. In fact the church
and the home are the two, and the only two, divine
institutions in the world today. Th ey constitute the
divine provision for man's highest usefulness and
happiness and th e only adequa te realm of service
and action by which and in which preparation may be
made for the great eternity before us and into which
we must enter at the tran sfo rmation and transition
which we call death. The home is a divine institution; the church is a divine institution.
The home has
to do with the propagation of the race; with that tender care and culture needed for the rearing of the
infant and the young in the human family to bring
them to a state of adult life. And every child is entitled to the privileges and blessings of home in its
early life-the
only divine institution for the rearing
of children, and for their proper training in the period
of physical, mental, and moral development.
The first man and the first woman sprang into existence, fully grown, a work of creation. All the creations of God are perfect. The first pair were a matter of perfection in their physical and mental powers.
They lacked nothing of all that was then, or is now,
needful in order to complete and perfect specimens
of manhood and womanh ood. They needed not to
grow ; this would imply imp erfec tion in the work of
the Infinite One in creation.
They were grown already. They were incomparable in form, beauty,
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loveliness and in physical, mental and moral powers
and possibilities . Non e who hav e lived since tha t
tim e were their peer in all th at is essential to excellence physically and ment ally. Their bodies were free
from disease, and their spirits from even the .slight est
taint of moral corruption or sin . Th ey were create d
of God hims elf , nothing inferi or, could appea r in the
work of God, hence no other hum an bein g since that
time could claim, by compari sion, sup eriorit y . Th ey
were created , moreover, in the ima ge or likeness of
God. He was not only the mak er of t h eir bodies, but
was, as well, the Father of their spirit s. They required not the tender care of a fath er and mother to
r ear them from the helples sness and weakness of infancy. This period of life, they never experienced.
But the y became the founders of th e home. For it
was the divine pleasure that they shou ld be fruitful,
and multiply , and repleni sh the ear th ; t hey beca me
the parents of the first children and est abli shed, un -·
der divine guidance, the first family, th e firs t fa mily
relationships , and the first home.
With the first family "home" had its beginning.
And as the records of time were ma de with the pen
of inspiration, we are informed that marriages were
entered into and homes multipli ed. As though to
stress its significance and impr ess it s sanctity and
its place in the human family , the wor d home has
found its way into the oracles of God, no fewer than
forty- eight times in the Engli sh Bible. There is no
more sacred word in our verna cular than th e word
"home."
No word so plenary, so full of meaning.
And when men and women , who are but children
lar ger grown, have wander ed to and fro in the earth,
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they return with the universal testimony: "Be it
ever so humble, there's no place like home."
For th e Christian, then, the place most appropriate of all others for the exhibition of, and the exercise of those graces of life that adorn the character
of the faithful ones in Christ, is the home. Here love
prevails.
Connubial love, mother's love, father's
love, filial love, fraternal love-love as a law and the
law of love in operation in a well ordered home. Here
attachments are formed that will last as long as life
itself endures. Here is exhibited the highest benevolence and here are made the greatest sacrifices. It
is here that the strong helps the weak; the mistakes
of weakness and inexperience are disregarded or obsc ured, by strength and experience. The strong helps
the weak, for compassion prevails.
Failures and
faults are overlooked; for love thinketh no evil-not
in the home.
And ·Christ is always the guest in the Christian
home. He may stand at the door and knock at some
other homes, but not in that of a Christian. All the
refinements of his matchless life, all the beauties and
graces and excellencies of his faultless character are
exhibited in the home of one who has sincerely, honestly and whole-heartedly applied himself to walk
as he walked and to become and to be what he requires. The holy living of the Christian father and
mother are imitated by the children in such a home.
Mild, but firm, parental authority is exercised, to the
. end that the children are brought up in the nurture
an d admonition of the Lord. No greater blessing
could rest upon the head of any child. And few depar t from such training when they reach adult life

82

PEPPERDINE COLLEGE LECTURES

and even down in old age . Th e genera l law applies:
"Train up a child in the wa y h e should go and even
when h e is old he will not depart fr om it." The first,
and most direct, and greate st ser vice that Christian
pare nt s ar e r equired to perform, or can pos sibly perform , is to so live before th eir children , and so bring
up t h eir children that th ey will become Christian s,
and be faithful as Christian s. And this is a serv ice
of such great value, yea, of such lofty exce llence that
it may be said truly no greater or more important
service can be rendered th e hum an race . Let all
par ents, who are Christians, do thi s, and the world
will be led to Christ, and int o those jo ys that are unsp eakable and full of glory . Neglect of parental dut y
and obligation is one of th e bligh ting sins of the present age . Inde ed it is one of those sins of the past generations that have han ded down to us the heritage of a
church weak in the grace of God and in the exercise
of a power and influence that will save the world from
sin. Some things stand out clearl y in the line of
duty in the family.
1. The altar of pra ye r. Christians in the early
da ys were a praying people. In their home they
gat her ed together for pra yer . Th ey did not find
th emselves t oo busy to engage in pra yer. The Savior
engaged mu ch in prayer, and taught his disciples to
pray , and that same teachin g should be r eceived and
believed by us. John taug ht hi s discip les to pray .
Pau l urged the discip les, in most all his lette rs , to
pra y. Paul him self pra yed ea rn est ly , and at times.
with t ea rs night and day. Is all thi s no lesson for us?
Ar e we disposed to be of the numb er of those who
havi ng eyes see not , and ha ving ears hear not those
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things which involve our temporal .salvation, and the
soul's everlasting hope? Are there those among us
whose children have never seen them on their knees,
nor heard them pray in the home? Is the Christian's
life to find no expression in the home ties, contacts
and associations?
2. Give thanks.
Paul says: "In everything give
thanks."
For the sweet slumbers of the night; for
the light of each succeeding day; for the morning
meal; for the noon-day lunch; for · the evening meal;
for the beauty and glory and opportunities of the
day gone as it fades into the deep shadows of the
night. "And be ye thankful" admonished Paul. Do
we not have everything to inspire us to expressions
of thanksgiving?
Children learn in the home. Here
they learn more than at all oth er places during their
minority.
Give them the opportunity to know the
meaning of thankfulne ss, and the devout expression
of it in reverential thanksgiving to God.
3. Read the Bible in the home. All who are old
enough to read should engage in Bible reading under
the leadership and direction of the parents.
Such a
procedure for a period of years develops in the members of the family a love for and an appreciation of
the Bible and its great truths.
Such an impression
on the mind and heart will not be erased as time
passes. People who hav e daily approach to the word
of God and are corre spondingly effected thereby are
the very salt of the earth. Th eir influence is on the
side of law and order, and they are an asset to the
government, as well as to the ch urch. Most criminals
-by far the great majority of them-who
fill our
penal institutions, never had the Bible in the home
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when the y were young, nev er read it, were never
taught it. Of all pla ces , the home is the most important for the reading of t he Bible, for the study
of it and meditation on it. Every well directed hom e
is a tribute to the wisdom of God, in the institution
of th e family and of the home.
4. In the ancient time we see the home and the
fa mily of the great patria rch Abraham.
This eminent man of God, in that dista nt day, made hi s hom e
a house of pray er. He worshipp ed and served the
Lor d and mad e sacrifices to him. He taught his
hou sehold the commandments and st at utes of the
great Jehovah.
In that hom e wa s born Isaa c, the
son of promise and under t hat influ ence he gr ew t o
manhood and became one of the greatest of the faithful ser vant s of God.
5. Th e home and family of Isaac were under th e
beni gn influ ence of divine law, divin e worship and
divine grace . The blessing of th e great J ehovah
rest ed upon this hom e. It was a home dedicated to
the worship of J ehovah , th e mighty God.
6. In the home of Isaac, J acob was born and
r ear ed. A less religious lif e on th e part of Isaac and
Rebeka h might hav e resulted far diff erent ly in th e
lat er life of Jacob. From a devot ed, worshipful r eligiou s home this man went forth to dare and to do,
to worship and serve God, and to sacr ifice to him.
His life was honorabl e and worthy, and hi s name
passed into cherished memory, as one of th e most
illu str ious of the ancient patriarchs.
He came of a
righteous father and moth er and from a well ordered
home.
7. The influence of the home life, found its mark
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and made its impression in the environment of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Noah, Job and Daniel, and in
the career of all those grand old patriarchs whose
ver y names have come to be the synonyms of goodness, faithfulness, devotion to God and of obedience
t o his holy and divine law.
8. Th e home is a divine institution and its power
mu st be, and will be felt. Beautiful is the record of
the home of Hannah, the wife or Elkanah.
She desired a child that she might best0w upon it the exuberance of a mother's love and bring it up in the
r ight way s of the Lord. She and her husband worshipped the Lord and sacrificed to him. But she was
grieved in her heart and she wept bitterly for the need
and for the void in the home, where she wanted to do
all th at could be and might be accomplished as queen
of a complete and worthy hom e. And to her was born
a son . She pled ged herself that she would rear this
littl e boy in the best possible way to honor God and
save Isra el. This boy became Samuel, the prophet,
a man whose life and time marked a distinct age , and
a distinct turn in the affairs and history of ancient
Israel. The home life first, power, greatness, goodness and usefulness, in due order of sequence and of
development.
How peaceful, and how happy must
have been the last days of Hannah, the mother of
Samuel, as she saw her son, as a great servant of
God, and the great leader of God's people, and the
grea test prophet in Israel since the death of Moses.
9. John the Baptist was the illustrious herald
who announced the approach of the kingdom of
heaven and the rising glory of the bright and morning star. He was the greatest of all the great proph-
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ets among the Hebrews who lived and died during the
centuries of the eventful histqry of God's chosen people. And John came of good parents, and from the
confines of a good hom e. Zacharias and Elisabeth,
the father and mother of John , were faithful and devoted in the service of God according to the law of
Moses under which they lived. They walked blameless in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord. And this means that they directed the home
as God would have it. And the name and fame of
"John, the Immerser" will dignify the pages of history while time shall last .
10. "The Home Life of Mar y and Joseph was ideal.
Jesus the Savior , was brought up in the way the Lord
required. Hi s childhood was an example to all. "And
Jesus advanced in wisdom and sta ture , (age) and
in favor with God and men." Luke 2 :52.
"And he went down with th em, and came to Nazareth; and he was subject unto them."
Pr evious to
this time he had amazed the doctor s, t eacheTs, and
scribes, in the temple at his understading and answers
in the temple . He was then just twelve years of age.
He was a boy Prea che r centuri es before those of
whom we sometimes hear in our own day and time.
11. The home life of Paul-sent
away to a great
city, to a great school under a great teacher, the
greatest and most popular r eligious t eacher perh aps
of the t ime-Gamaliel.
12. Timothy: "Having been reminded of the unfeigned faith that is in th ee; which dwelt first in
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice ; and,
I am persuaded, in thee also." 2 Tim. 1 :5.

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

87

13. Every Christian's hom e today is a stay and
support for the church of the Lord J esus Christ.
(!)
A Christian father;
(2) A Christian mother; (3)
Children who are, or become Christians.
A great statesman in a great country, when the
moral fiber of the nati on it self seemed in peril, and
revolution and disintegration
were in prospect, exclaimed, "Franc e needs mothe rs!"
An intere sting story is told of a noble Roman matron who lived at a tim es when sedition was rife, and
revolution was in prospect, when unrest and turmoil
were the order of the day in many of the provinces
of that great and mighty nation. She was of noble
blood, but poor. She was the mother of two boys. A
wealthy neighbor was a frequent visitor in her home.
The woman of affluence and of wealth told the other
of her jewelry, her gems , and her tr eas ures. The
mother of the two boys reached forth her hands and
drew to her knees the two little fellows and looked
up into the face of her wealthy friend and said with
all the warmth of a devot ed mother's affection:
"Here are my jewels!"
And those two boys, the
Gracchi brothers, grew to be two of the greatest
statesmen and leaders that lived and died, that rose
and fell in the annals of th at mighty nation.
She
loved her children more than all 'things else, and realized that she controlled their destiny. She brought
them · to the heights of material · greatness, and fortune and power.
A!}d every Christia n mother has at her disposal
the making of her son or his undoing. In the springtime of life h e looks trustingly into her eyes for

88

PEPPERDINE

COLLEGE LECTURES

guidance.
Her thoughts, aims, and plans become
his, and just a few words of affectionate encouragement from mother when he is discouraged, when
troubles and difficulties arise, when the road is rough,
and the lessons are hard, mean more than everything
else to sustain him and keep him going, and to bring
life's aims and ideals to a successful issue. Most
gospel preachers ar e such because their mothers
wanted them to be preachers, and in their early public, feeble, stammering efforts when they felt that
they had failed, and were depressed and faint-hearted,
it was mother who said: "Son, you did so well; you
preached a good sermon. You are going to succeed.
I never hear you preach that I do not feel like doing
better." And these sweet, kind words of tenderness,
the deep feelings of an anxious mother's heart have
a magic effect to lead the young man onward and
still on to the attainment of the greater, better, and
exalted ideals and possibilities of life. How precious
the privilege and how sacred the work of a good and
really faithful Christian mother! If she did no more
than to bring one boy into the world, train him as God
requires, and make of him a faithful preacher of the
glorious Gospel of Christ-this
would be enough. A
fadeless crown will be .hers on the other side when
her tired, wearied "form is placed beneath the green
grass in the resting place of the dead. For then that
son, whom she so tenderly loved is a stalwart now
as he goes forth courageously proclaiming to the dying people the unsearchable riches of the Christ. I
have in my life known not a few cases like this.
A Christian mother wrote me to come to their town
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and hold a meeting.
No Christians were there except - herself and her husband. I went . Th e Bohemian community was made up, religiou sly, of a .spri nkling of Moravians, but for the most part staunch
adherents to a very superstitiou s form of Catholicism. A small congregation of disciples was started
meeting for the worship . The good sister took her
children to the meetings of the chur ch. Of the pair
of twins that were infants at that time, one was a
boy. I think I never saw anyone who was more attentive, to duty as a Christian, who talked about the
Bible and the Lord, and the Lord's work, more than
she. Time went on. The children grew and many tim es
I have heard her express modestly but full of meaning
and of anxiety the fervent wish that her boy would
.some day be a preacher of the Gospel. And the childr en were brought up under such an atmosphere and
such an influence . And today, that boy, the only in
the family, is one of the most faithful and capable
Gospel preachers in our land. The mother .still lives,
too, at this time and is ch eerful, happy, and faithful
in the service of the King.
One of the baneful things today, that promises no
good for the future of the church is the breaking
down of the home. Pleasure-mad and pleasure-seeking fathers and mothers leave their home and neglect
t heir children. In many instances, the home is all
broken up, the divine purposes of God are thwarted.
The war may bring th e greate st tra gedy and even
disaster if continued long, and Christian s do not ri se
to the cri sis and preserve the san ctit y and purit y of
the home. These conditions, if not alarming, are at
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the least sufficiently grave to warrant deep anxiety,
and pra yerful and persistent effort.
I could wish
that if the war does not soon close, they could get
along without them and th e WAVES and WACS
would .soon come back and, with their grace, and
beauty, and charm, and moral power help us to rebuild the Christian home.
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RELIGIOUS JOURNALISM

G. H. P. Showalter
The scriptural propriety of a gospel periodical is
seldom called in question; hence in this field of service our efforts are seldom challenged.
But though
the scripturalness of it is generally admitted, no line
of work opens a field for greater opposition from
those, who, in their religious faith and practice are
not in accord with us. It is true there have been
those (and some of them men of ability, too) who
have gone so far as to assert that we have no scriptural warrant for running a religious newspaperbecause forsooth the apostles had none, living as they
did before the printing press was invented. But this
indicates only how men's minds will operate and how
some of them fail to distinguish between a principle
and the agency employed in its application-between
a requirement of heaven and the circumstances connected with obedience to it. The art of printing
through its rapid multiplication of copies from a given
form, offers facilities for greatly increasing the opportunity for disseminating
thought expressed in
words. And when we come to consider how greatly
important is the message we are striving to bring to
the world-the
message of life and salvation through
the gospel of Christ-we
should certainly summon
every legitimate or scriptural agency that is potential
in its operation, that the work may be the more effectively, efficiently an<;!quickly done.

Christ the Great Teacher
Jesus Christ was the incomparably

superior model
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and our gr eat exemplar as a t ea ch er. No one as a
t eacher can do better than to follow the example he
ha s set. To study the simple manner of his discour se and his natural and ea sy approa ch in both public and private address will be worth vastly more to
the teacher of today than all t he gr eat works on pedag ogy t hat have flood ed the world and that are now
in the requir ed courses of the schools of education.
Th e apostles were school ed un der t he great Master.
Aside fr om th e inspiration of the Holy Spirit by
which their tongues and pen s wer e directed , .during
the years of their ministry following the ascension of
our Lord , their style was doubtle ss favorably effected
by their long schooling under Chri st their great instructor.
The former we can not poss ess, but the
ld t er we may readily acquire by a serious, careful
and earne st study of the manner of Christ the great
t eacher, as embodied in the Sa cr ed Memoir s that have
een pr eserved for us on the pa ge s of inspiration.
The tea chers in this great institution of learning and
the writer s and public speakers everywhere who are
stri ving to teach the doctrine of Christ would do well
to take under consideration these fundam ental facts
and undeniable truths that they may make the most
of th ei;: opportunity in the realm of religious instruction.
Thre e Great Agencies.
To teach the doctrine of
Christ we have at our command today three great
and distinctive agencies-m eth ods so to speak-by
whi ch we may make an approa ch to th e mind s and
h eart s of the people: (1) Popular Evangelism, (2)
Our Bible Schools, (3) Gospel Publications.
It may
be that my terms are not the most appropriate.
But
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by "Popular Evangelism" I mean that work variously
st yled "protracted
meetings,"
"revival meetings,"
"mission meetings," etc. We have a large and influential class who are proclaiming the gospel in this way
and who are teaching the people and leading them
to obey the Lord. "Bible Schools," as conducted by
loyal Christians, seek to magnify the Bible as the most
important branch of study. Of these we have not too
many. The ideal would be to have a Bible School under the direction of every local congregation, where
their own children and the children of others whom
they might influence could learn the word of God
from brethren who are loyal to Christ and are capable
exponents of the word of righteousness, of truth and
of salvation.
We may have enough of the larger
schools or colleges, enough institutions, at least, designed to provide "high er education." But I do not
ent ertain so much satisfaction in regard to the provision that is being made for lower education. The
Catholic s are scrupulously careful to train the childr en while they are young, and tell us that if they can
hav e the child till he is twelve years old, others may
educate him then-he
will always be a Catholic. And
th ey usually are. But we have very nearly reversed
thi s process. Where are the schools that are provid. ing for the children under twelve years of age? We
ar e usually content to have them schooled by most
any institution that opens its doors till they are far
beyond that age and then lament in later years because they do not share our conviction and faith in
t he God of the Bibl e.
No one of these method s should be regarded as exclusive in the realm of our religious activities.
We
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can not think of dispensing with our protracted meetings as a means or method of enlightening the people with refer ence to the saving truth of the gospel
of Christ.
We need every gospe l preacher now in
the field. There is abundant work for all of them.
We need others; those now engaged are not sufficient
for the ta sks before us in the work of soul saving.
And this lead s to the necessity of Christian colleges
and Bible schools. These institutions of learning are
intended to prepare young people for useful Christian
lives whatever may be their avocation in this life.
They encourage young men to go out in the field and
spend their time in the vin eyard of the Lord. I can
think of no more imp ortant work than that of a really
Christian teacher.
But now for the religious periodicals. I am expected
to deal briefly with that subject in this address.
It is a day of periodical literature.
If a man is a
lawyer he reads the Court Reporter and such other
papers and journals as relate to his profession.
He
becomes efficient by an attent ion to what is being
published for his information and instruction in legal
affairs. What kind of a law yer would he be who takes
no paper, journal or magazine , in the interests of the
legal profession?
And the physician takes the medical journal and he pays for it, and reads it , too. It
becomes a necessity to him in his profession. He could
not keep posted without it , and would be an unsafe
man to whom we could intrust the lives and health
of the memb ers of our families. Then we have the
mechanical journals, the scientific journals, the farm
journals, the labor journals, the political papers; and
we have the daily paper s to keep us posted about what
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is going on in the world. How man y h omes are now
without the daily paper?
How many would really
want to get along without it? What would you think
of a school teacher who does n ot tak e and read some
sch,>01 journal?
Now, if th e reading of this varied
periodical literature is needful t o success in law, medicin,~, pedagogy; in scienc e, labor, politics, and the
common affairs of everyday life, let us not rashly
conclude that the Christian needs no Christian paper
in his home. It is rather diffi cult to see how a Christian can live up to his opportunites and not take a
good religious paper. The Methodists, the Baptists,
the Presbyterians and all the great religious denominati,ms have their weekly and monthly papers and
magazines to enlighten their people and to teach
others, to define and defend' their peculiar and respective contentions and claims. I fancy the Mormons would long ago have disappeared as a body of
religious people were it not for their publications.
They are strong along the line of papers, tracts, and
leaflets.
They recognize the power, and we might
say, the necessity of the printed page, in the day
in which we live, as a means of extending and perpetuating their peculiar dogmata.
Now I can hardly see how a loyal Christian can
really expect to live as he ought to live in the day in
which we are trying to live and not have in his home
a good gospel paper as a regular visitor. When there
were no automoq_iles, nobody else had them, and we
got along very well without th em. But since everybody else now has them we hav e t o have th em alsowe could not keep up without them-we
go and buy
them. If there were no locomotives and railroads we
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could do well enough to ride hor seback or go in a
wagon. We could rea ch our destin ati on in due tim ethe others would not be going an y fa st er and we
would be on time. But in an ag e of rail roa ds we must
use th em if we would do well wh at we undertak e to
perform, where transportation or tr avel ar e involved.
If a r epre sentative from Ala ska should decline modern mod es of travel and det ermin e t o go up to congr ess on horseback or mul eback across Canada and
the United States, to Washington , th e sess ion would
close before he reached the pla ce. As a gospel people we have, and must have, and should have, gospel
papers . We should make them as good as is possibl e,
and use them to the very best advantage for th e
cause of Christ.
We .should su stain th em, support
th em and give them the gr eat circul a tion th at their
power and influence abundantly ju st ify. We mu st
re cogniz e t hat, as the man r iding a mul e can not compete in point of speed with hi s fri end who rides a
motor car and will always lose ever yt hing because he
is not ther e on time, even so we will fa il of success
in the gospel of Christ in this day of pr opaganda
literature if we fail to make use of it and t o make the
most of it.
Pap ers ar e like schools . Not all of th em ar e beyond
the point where improvement is pos sible. Most of them
are sharply below this point , and no mor e import ant
work could be done or attempt ed t han t hat of instit ut ing tho se impro vement s in our per iodical lit era t ur e
t hat ar e ne eded and t hat will cont r ibute to t he accomplishm ent of t ha t hi gh purp ose tha t must cont rol
th ose who are promoti ng thi s line of work.
1. Th e char act er of the
Two thin gs are imp ortant:
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gospel paper. 2. The attitude of the brotherhood to
th e paper . What then must be the character of the
gospel periodical? That it must be of an order that
best serves the int erest of the cause of the Master is
of fir st importance.
For whatever may be the subsidiar y motives for publishing a gospel paper, the
primary purpose must be the glory of God through
Christ in the salvation of the lost, through · the proclamation of the gospel.
A paper must have an editor and other writers.
The policy of the paper depends directly on the managing editor. He must know what are the things
essential for its success, and must understand how
to put them into application. It is no small service to
be a writer of influence, and this is of sufficient interest and importance to call for much care and study
in t he preparation of essays seeking publicity in the
columns of a widely distributed gospel journal. The
eyes of many thousand people fall upon the printed
page of su ch a paper and the impressions made are
deep and lasting. To those upon whom fall the responsibilities of the publication and distribution of
gospel literature some special considerations for the
editor ar e of vital significance and importance.
I
will mention some of these:
1. Work heartily.
2. Remember it is the Lord's work-not
ours.
3. Be willing to learn. Receive and consider suggEstions (plenty of th em will be offered) make the
mos t of th em, and then act in line with that wisdom
wh ich is from abov e.
4. Consider th e spiritual needs and interests of
the many who are being reached through the medi-
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um which you control.
Consider the va lue of each
soul, of every life.
5. Exercise the love, patience and forb earance of
Christ. The meekness and gentl eness of our Lord are
binding upon all his professed followers, but they are
nev er more in place than in the editor's study as he receives and examines the tho usands of letters from
his inter ested and int eresting readers.
6. Learn wh;it ought to go into the paper to make
it most useful and helpful to a ll who read. This is
not a small task-not
by any means. There are many
people and many needs. A paper should contain the
treatment
of more . than one subject . One-ideaism
or "h obbyism" has ruined many journals.
Do not decide that the brethren re quire Gnly one subject consid r ed, and that only one particular point (whether
ri ght or wrong) is all that is necessary for salva tion.
Men may .be right on one point and wrong on man y
others . Animals require a balanc ed ration and so do
Christian s.
7. Learn what ought to be kept out of the paper.
This is most . important . Ther e ought to be a big
waste basket in the editor's offi ce. There will be
plenty to fill it if judiciously handled. The judicious
handling of much matter intend ed for the paper is to
see that it reaches the waste basket . .
8. There should be a fun and heart y co-operation
with others engaged in th e sam e work. Christian
colleges and schoo ls should ha ve a common sy mpathy,
beca use they have a common ca use . And so with
gospe l pape rs, and, in fact, with all gospel work.
The next matter of importan ce is the attitude of
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the brotherhood toward the gosp el periodical.
A
paper may be never so good, yet it would accomplish
nothing if it were not read. The paper's influence
may be greatly circumscribed by a non-responsive,
careless, ·people who are supposed t o be its friends.
What can you do th en, what can we all do, that the
gospel paper may indeed be a medium for the accomplishment of the greatest possible good for man and
of glory to God our heavenly Fathe r ? We can all do
something.
1. Write the editor and criticize or commend him
as may seem good. If he makes m istakes tell him
in the spirit of Christ. LBt him know if the paper is
helping you and your friends in living the Christian
life. Tell him of some good which you know the paper
has done. Encourage him , admonish him, exhort him.
He is just a human and enjoys good letters .
2. Take the paper. It is du e your family, yourself
and your friends who visit in your home that a good
gospel paper be found there. The greater the number of subscribers the larger the field of influence of
course.
3. Solicit other subscribers.
This is one of the
many ways in which we may become the means of
leading some soul to Christ.
Many a person has
learned the truth from the gospel paper, and many
a Christian has been kept in the narrow way by the
action of a brother who leads him to subscribe for
the paper.
4. Pay for it. Loyalty calls for strict honesty
and promptness in all that is right and it is right to
pay your subscription and to pay it promptly. Many
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a paper has been seriously hindered in its usefulness
by delinquent subscrib ers.
5. Read it. Yes, read the paper.
Do not become too busy to do this. Keep posted on what the
brethren are doing.
6. Donate the paper to others. Is there some widow, some poor brother, some afflicted sister or
brother?
Make their long hours brighter and their
live s happier. There are several ways to do this and
none perhaps more effectual than to send them a good
gospel paper.
7. Give the paper your moral support.
Stand by
the brethren who are in the paper business and encourage them. Speak well of the work when it seems
to merit commendation.
8. Buy the paper in large quantities and give it
free distribution in your town or city. It is seldom
that a real gospel paper is published one week that
it does not contain, in ·some form, the gospel plan of
sa lvation . Many persons have had their eyes opened
to the truth through the reading of one copy of a
good gospel paper.
And now, may we all realize our responsibilities
and the solemn obligations which we owe to one another and to God. Much has been comm itt ed to us
and of us much is expected.
Every agency for the
accomp lishment of the Lord's work must be brought
into action. Life's sun will not always sta nd at its
zenith. The long, deepening shadows of the closing
day will soon remind us that the toils and labors, and
sighs and sorrows, of this mundane state have closed
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forever, and we must pass from earth into the great
eternity beyond. May we be faithful to the vows we
have taken as sons and daughters of th e Lord Almighty, and stand with the redeem ed on the deathless shore, where sickness and sighing and sorrow
are unknown; where wounded spirits are all heal ed,
where broken, aching hearts are bound up; where
tears never come and joys never end.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND RECREATION

G. H. P. Showalter

Definition: The business of a Christian is to accom plish in the Lord's work. This is the principal thing
he engages himself to perform. The Savior worked
the works of God; he declared-My Father works and
I work. Paul was a great worker and exhorted the
brethren at Corinth to be always abounding in the
work of the Lord. Every fa ithful imitator of Paul,
and every true and faithful follower of Christ spends
his time without limita t ion and without reservation
in the Lord's work. As a laborer in the vineyard of
the Master, he is concerned primarily in doing all that
is assigned for him to do, or is required of him to
perform.
Recreation according to Webster and others whose
business it is to make dictionaries means: "The act of
re-creating, or the state of being re-created, refreshment by reason of some pastime ; agreeable exercise,
or the like; a parti cular form or means of refresh ment, or a pastime, diversion, exercise, or other resource, affording relaxation and enjoyment (as "next
to his flowers, walking was Un cle Tom's chief recreation," W. Churchill's Modern Chronicle 1, 2). This
from one of the masters of writte n and spoken speech
in the English language.
The proper use of terms
in our language is determin ed by their use by the
most popular authors.
Recreation is a change of bodily engagements for
the purpose of rest, relaxation, and restoration, and
in conventional use carries with it the connotation of
something, incidental to the usual, leading or profes-
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sional engagemen t s of an indi vid ual, and withal of a
light er type and less diffi cult kind of work. "Walking'' as quoted in th e sph ere of recreation may well
be a proper, appropriate, and altogether sufficient
method or medium of essent ial recreation.
On the
other hand t he Savi or at noon was weary from walking on a jou rney from Jud ea. · He was going through
th e province of Sama ria. He came "to a city of Samaria , ca lled Syc har , near to th e parcel of ground
that Ja cob gave to hi s son Jo sep h: and Jacob's well
was th ere [it was a good place to stop and take a
rest].
Je sus therefo r e, being wearied with his
journey, sat thu s by the well." The account is given
that the Maste r, during _this . period of recreation,
talked with the Samarit an woman who came to the
well, interested her in h is mission to mankind, and
convinced her that he was the Mess iah, that was to
come into the world. She reported this to the citizens
of the Samarita n city; th ey became interested, very
greatly interested, and came to the Master and insisted that he spend some tim e with them; he accepted their urgent invitation; he went into their city,
held a protracted me etin g of two days, and many
mor e besides th e woman, believed because of his word .
Th e man y things he said dur ing this prolonged visit
to this res pon sive people are not r ecorded . We might
be inquisitive to know . But the Samaritans said to
the woman: "Now we believe, not because of thy
spea kin g ; for we have heard for ourse lves, and know
that th is is indeed the Savior of the wor ld" (John 4).
Thu s the Savior, during a per iod of recrea tion began
a cour se of t eachi ng that paved the way for the ministry of Phi lip t h e evangelist , some t wen t y yea rs later,
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and after the resurrection to preach to these very
same people the gospel in its fullness and power. For
to Philip, the Samaritans gave heed with one accord.
"And when they believed Philip preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of
J esus Christ, they were baptized both men and
women" (Acts 8 :4-13). A coincidence that Christ
taught the women and the men; Philip taught also
the women and the men; and they believed and were
baptized. Was this same woman to whom the Savior
talked among the believers whom Philip baptized? I
don't know. She could very appropriately have been
among the number. It was not too long before when
she talked with the Savior, and was convinced that
he was the divine Son of God and the Savior of the
world. The disciples had marvelled that he talked
with the woman, and while she was away to call her
people, had insisted that the Savior should eat something.
His memorable reply was: "My meat [my
food ] is to do the will of him that sent me and to
accomplish his work." Could anything be better for
us than to do the will of the Master and accomplish
his work? It is too bad when any recreation or any
type of recreation should cause us to forget God. And
it is an achievement well worthy of the imitators of
Christ, whe n our recreational moments are turned to
good advantage in making known to the lost the way
of life and of hope.
Jacob was on a journey, a very important mission.
"And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and wen on
toward Haran."
When the set was set and the curta ins of the night were drawn about him, on one day,
he tarried there all the night and journeyed not till
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the night was passed. During this period of recreation he was in the Spirit of the Lord , whose he was
and whom he served. Jehovah appeared to him and
promised to give to him and to his posterit y the land
and he would not leave him, till he had bro ught him
again into that land. "I am with thee and will keep
thee whithersoever thou goest," is the Lord's promise to this young man who later became the patriarch
Jacob and Israel, from whom God's people of that day ,
were named .
All the diversions, relaxations, refreshments, recreations of the approved people of God were for a
better preparation for the work in which they were
engaged. They were for the better and greater accomplishment of the work in which they were engaged and were not an end in and of themselves.
The care of th e body is important, not solely for
personal h ealth, but for the better accomplishment
of the work we are doing for the cause of the Master. The body of the Christian is the san ctuary of
the Spirit of God. "Know ye not that ye are a temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
If arw man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such
are ye" (1 Cor. 3 :16, 17). And again, "We are a
temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell
in them , and walk in them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people" (2 Cor. 6 :16). And
again: "I beseech you therefore . . . to present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God"
(Rom. 12 :1). And he adds that is a "spiritual service." "Bodily exercise is profitable for a little" (a
little time), Paul wrote in his let ter to Timothy (1
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Tim. 4 :8). But he added that "godliness is profitable
for all things , having promise of the life which now
is, and of that also whi ch is to come" (1 Tim. 4 :8).
Bodily exHcise, bodily care, and preservation, is profitable and va lua ble as a means to an end. Its profitabl eness is for th e life that now is, and hence for a
litt le tim e, a short while. But while it last s, it has
va lue, it has great value, as th e well kept and pure
temple for the Spirit of Goel.
In order to present the body as an acceptable sac rifice to God, we mu st be very certa in that the body
is in that state or condition that makes it acceptable
in the sight of God. Th e pr ese nta t ion of the body as
an offering to God is a service that implies the inward man has been and is being surr endered for .service to God. And it goes without sa ying, that as the
spirit is pure and holy and is san ctified for the Master's use that the body in like mann er mu st be all that
is pos sible in the way of value, or usefulness for the
purpo se for which it is given over to th e service of
God.
Tak e again the language of Paul to Tim othy : Bodily exercise is profitable for a little , for a .short
time. This exercise is for the pre sent time, for the
present life. And it is worthwhile, so regarded in the
est imation of the grea t apostle Paul.
H e declares
that it is valuable, "profitab le." It is profitable for
the tim e, in the acq uisition of the good th ings of the
pre sen t life. It is well for us t o acquire that which
is useful and even enjo yab le with reference to this
life only . The ear th is th e Lord' s and the fulness
thereof, and the blessings of Goel that are mat erial
and t emporal only, are, none the less his blessings,
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and are for the temporal enjoyment of those who are
God's children.
The fact that they are also enjoyed
and used for ways displeasing to God, by those who
have turned away from him does not by any means
argue, or imply that God does not intend for these
things to be used for the sustenance and the enjoyment of his own people. The Psalmist declares: "The
earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof, the world
and them that dwell therein."
And again: "The meek
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight himself in
the abundance of peace;" referring,
doubtless, to
the present use of the good things that God has provided for the present use and enjoyment of man. But
that which is divinely intended not alone for this life,
but also for the eternal years of that life which is to
come, should receive the greater and the higher consideration, on the part of man.
Recreation, then, should be had with a view to the
good pleasure of God. As in all things that are done
for the carrying out of the will of the Lord, we should
confine ourselves to that which is in harmony with
his divine will. No liberties should be taken in th e
pursuit of bodily recreation, that are incompatible
with the will and way of God.
The ways and the methods employed by us to carry
out the recognizable duty to keep the body fit as the
temple of God, are so numerous and so varied that it
would be impractical to enumerate them or to consider them in detail. In a general way it might be
said that for the most part, all the physical or bodily
relaxations, diversions, exercises, entertainments,
or
rec1~eations if you please, should, of themselves be at
one and the same time, the doing of something that
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would contribute to the work and will of God. As
God's i:;ervants, we mu st seek at all times, as the Savior, to do those thing s that ar e well pleasing to him.
To cease doing one thing requir ed of the Lord and ent er upon th e doing of somethin g else, ma y often be
highly rec r eat ional.
The Lord's work includ es no sma ll number of things
to be performed.
To finish one an d beg in another
item in t h e Lord's details and duties of lif e is one way
that lend s it self to th e soluti on of our problem. But
it can be eas ily, and consistent ly urged that thi s cannot always provide that which seems needful in th e
wa y of r ecreation. Recreation, mu st clearly be a mental and physica l relaxation, and as to the mind there
must be a mental r est. Otherwise, the end in view
cannot po ssib ly be accompli shed .
Certain ly no spec ifica ti ons can be urg ed as t o th e
exact t hin gs that must be followed in the realm of
r ecr eation . The Bib le does not and is not supposed to
supply · us wit h a list of things we may do and a list
of th ings we ma y not do in the class of recreat ional
engagements .
I think, howe ver, that th er e are cert a in regu lation s
that are in keeping with th e sp irit of Christianity,
and that sho uld be studied and applied in the matter
of our r ecreat iona l activiti es. Of cours e we ca nnot
afford to do anything tha t is morally wrong, or that
is inconsistent with the duti es that we owe to God,
or that would comp rom ise our profe ssion as the servant s of God, our heavenly Father.
The parks, the
meadows , the fields and the forests and the oceansid e afford undisputed poss ibilities for h ea lthful and
acceptable div er sion s. And these offer both the
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means and the opportunities for walking, and wandering, and strolling, and hunting, and fishing, and golfing, and these are choice diversions for they place us
right in God's great world, where we may at once be
thrilled with an inspirational grasp of the marvelous,
mighty and wonderful creations of God, all for the
happiness and for the good and enjoyment of man,
and at the same time be taking suitable and sufficient
exer cise to meet all the recreational demands of the
body. And some find this entirely pleasant, suitable,
sufficient, and entirely satisfactory
for all bodily
needs, the opportunities are afforded them, and the
problem of recreation with them is solved.
I think the whole problem is solved in the matter of
the putting on of those graces and traits of character
that are r equired of the children of God. If a Christian is as good and faithful, and consistent, in the business of the Lord's good and gracious work as he ought
to be, the whole problem of recreational engagements
is solved. But if a Christian loves the game more
than he loves the Lord, and _if he so far forgets God
that he takes up a post graduate course of petty
gambling on every game that comes around, worries
about the game, talks about the game, thinks about
the game, until God is entirely crowded out of his
heart and his life, then the danger is that to him the
matter ha s transform ed itself into that which is
earthly, sensual, devilish. We should consider carefully also whether the pleasures are worldly or
heavenly, whether the fun and what might be an
innocent pleasure, may become purely a matter of
fleshly and of carnal enjoyment, whether the feel-
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ings are holy or unholy , divine and spiritual, or material and carnal.
That which in the r ealm of the r ecreational, refreshes, ren ews, recr eate s, and makes us all love God
more, and feel a deeper appreciation of God and of
Christ, of the church, of those who make up the body
of Christ, and indeed of all men-these
things are
safe, and in doing them there is a blessing. A faithful, devoted, busy man in the church, who continually
is gaining and growing, in the grace and the knowledge of the truth, will find no collusion with sin in
any place, and the problem of recreation with him is
solved.
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POST-WAR EVANGELISM

G. H. P. Showalter
In the primar y sense of our service in th e Master's
Vineyard, there is no recogn izabl e difference as to
time, whether thi s ser vice iJ rendered before the war,
during the war, or after the war . The gospel is the
same, the need of th e p ople for the gospel is the
same; sin is the same wheth er comm itted in time of
war or in tim es pr e-war, or in times post-war.
Christ required
that the gospe l be preached
throughout
the habi tab le globe, wherever man is
found and sin abound s. War or n o war, the earthly messengers of the cross of Christ went everyw here
preaching the word. Th e word of life was neededsorely needed-and
thos e who had obeyed the Lord
and appropriated the divine provision for freedom
from sin, taught others the truth as they had opportunity and thus led them into the state of happiness
possessed by the members in the family of God.
Christ said little about wars or rumors of warsgreat or small. He taught that his kingdom was not
of this world , and that it s service and it s blessings,
were not conditioned upon peace or war among the
political powers and nations of earth.
He declared
that through him the poor had the gospel preached
to them-that
the prophecy of Isaiah relating to the
relief of those in sin and suffering, found it s fulfillment in him . Good n ews wa,s bro ught to them. The
same needs of man ca ll for the same relief regard less
of the time.
And the apostles and evangelists who first proclaimed the word of life, accepted the civil and politi-
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cal commotions as matters of routine , not with the
gospel and its power for man's salvation , but merely
as an exhibition of the way the constitut ed powers
of earth handle their affairs.
Christ rul es th e heart
and life. The sovereignty of the prin ce of peace has
to do with moral obligation and the greater suff iciency and efficiency in the performance of any service in which men may be engaged in the whole realm
of organized society. The business of the child of
God is to teach by word of mouth all who are teachable in the range of his acquaintance, in keeping with
his ability to perform such service, and further to
_illustrate in his life the same teaching that he has
recei ved and that he proposes t o pass on to others.
Men learned slowly the fundamental peculiarity of
the new way of life-that
in the kingdom of God the
least are indeed the greatest and that the true philosophy of the kingdom of heaven concerns it self not
with great leaders as lords and as au t horities in the
kingdom but the reception of the truth and the absorption and assimilation of the power and influence
of government in controlled life. That all men are
equal in the kingdom of heaven, and that the gracious
and salutary attributes and qualities that constitute
true greatness in the kingdom of God, may be shared
and exercised by all and that the poor and the weak
and the humbl e and incon spicuou s, the church of the
living God are just as great and import ant and useful
as the prominent and notable and conspicuou s in the
church of the living God. The world ind eed counts it
othe r wise, but it remains true t hat gr eatn ess in th e
r eign of the Christ is meas ur ed in term s of goodness,
mercy, love and kindnes s as exhibited in the life of
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the individual.
Some men are by nature possessed
of peculiar and special talent and from the standpoint of human standards are outstanding in the
range of their achievements and accomplishments.
Some render noticeable public service-noticeable
by
men; some are ready and fluent speakers, some are
orators, possessed of a special endowment of heaven
and move great concourses of people by their eloquence, on the platform; some are noticeable as writers, while others are not . And we are liable to mistake
the great principles that are at the foundation of all
that is worthy that is high and holy and excellent in
the kingdom of Christ and of God. Many a devoted
praying Christian woman in the church today, working in the war and looking to its close is, in her prayers and ministrations great in the kingdom, as measured by the standard of the Savior as shown in his
law. Many a humble man in the kingdom today,
almost unknown by the brethren in their rush along
the way of life in this busy day, are doing a silent
service for the Master that is not unobserved by the
Lord of glory and will not be overlooked by the King
on the throne of his glory, when he shall in sovereign
majesty, proclaim the heavenly recognition, and pass
along the royal benediction: "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things; enter thou into the joys of the Lord."
But of this I believe that at this time, those who are
reputed leaders among us as the professed people of
God, are not unmindful of the works of faith and
labors of love, of the humbler, but faithful in the
service of the Lord of glory and of goodness, grace,
mercy and love.
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In short t he gospel of the Christ, is preached publicly and privately and lived out in th e lives of God's
chi ldren, and the direct and gracious influence of
fa ithfulmss in the Master's service and in the Master's name, will not be overlooked by the g-reat Judge
at the la st day and I am persuad ed is not and will
not te overlooked by his well taught and active servants in the church of the Lord tod ay . The . man who
wrote the bea utiful poem: "I would rather see a sermon than hear one any day ," may not hav e been too
freely indulgent of flatteries for the preachers, but
he undoubtedly expressed a sentiment that is shared
by man y . And for this very reason many are led into
th e Master's service, not by the eloquence of orators
so much as by the lives of th e hu mble servants of the
Master who in simple faith and in a humbl e walk
of life, are presenting before the wor ld a pictur e of
what th e Lord is requiring of men ·. Do not overlook
t ha t they too are the sa lt of the e;irth, and that in
the aft erwhile, they will r eceive the fadeless crown
with all the glorified in the Master's name in the
upper world.
The gospel of Christ teache s men how to do things
t hat they may make the best success, and make the
most out of their engagements for tim e and eternity.
We shou ld never overlook th e very important truth
of divine r eve lation , that the gospel of J es us Christ,
gives promise of the lif e that now is as well as of
that whi ch is to come. We sho uld not over look the
fact that the blessed Lord is the Savi or of a ll men as
well as spec iall y of them that believ e. And the gospel brings benefits and blessings abun dant that pertain to this lif e only . It makes men better. It quali-
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fies them for the performance of the tasks and duties
of life-the
most real enjoyment-and
the greatest
measure of genuine satisfaction.
It makes husbands
better husbands; it make s good wives better wives;
it makes fathers and mother s better fathers and
mothers; sons and daughters better sons and daughters; it makes the merchant a better merchant; it
simply adds to the great pool of r esources for human
happiness.
Then as we seek the amelioration of society by urging upon men the goodness of God's grace
in the pardon of sins by obedien ce to gospel let us
not overlook that all of the benefits of the gospel of
Christ are not over on the other side; that we do not
indeed, have to wait till we die, before we receive any
of the gracious blessings and benefits of the philanthropies of heaven in the promulgation of the glorious gospel of the divine Son of God. The salutary
power of God's saving truth is a very present help in
time of need and we do not have to wait and go to
heaven, in order to enjoy som e of its benefits. Its blessings begin here and that is pre eminently true in the
life and the experiences of the Christian, but is also
felt as well by 9thers, in at lea st some measure, and
in some degree, and we should realize this opportunity, for this very thing its elf, paves the way for the
fuller acceptance of the gospel message.
For subjects of gospel address, benefitted by the divine law
of the new covenant, knowing it s graciousness, realize that though they may, in this way be benefitted
so much and that they are just in sight of the prom. ises, that if in this life only th ey have hope, they are,
after all , of all men most miserable.
The need of the world today, is th e gospel of Christ
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in its simplicity and power. Proclaimed? Yes. May be I should have said proclaimed and practiced.
The ea rly disciples and specia l ambassadors of the
Christ preached him as the divine Son of God and
th e only hope of the race. He was thu s preached
on the great day of Pent ecost at Jerusalem by Peter
and the rest of the apostles. He was thus proclaimed
by Phi lip down in Samaria. And on and on in Judea,
and throughout Samaria , at Antioch and the prov i-nces of the Roman empire in Asia, and so on under
the marching orders of their king to the utte r most
part s of the earth.
The post-war people will ne ed the gospel in its simplicit y . At all times among all people, this is true.
But we are very much inter ested to meet changed
cond iti ons and circumstances, that mu st of nec ess ity
present themselves to us when the prese nt great confli ct of nations has come to a close . There will , undoubtedly, be some conditions that do not at the pres f'11t time reveal themselves to us. There will be some
difficulties, there will be some advantages and there
will be some disadvantages.
The se we must forecast
and visualize to the extent that we m~y be able to do,
if we would properly evaluate them and carry out the
Lord's good and gracio us will in saving men from sin.
~e Must Find Ourselves Ready

Many worthy enterprises have failed, all because
those who were to carry them to completion, were not
ready at the necessary moment to put into execution
the things required for the carrying out the details
of .the work. At this crucia l moment, or what might
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well be such, the churches of Christ should see to it
that they are ready. And I am persuaded that at
least a f ew congregations are making some pr eparatio n to meet the opportunities and fa ce the r espon sibilit ies at such a time as this. If we suc ceed in our
gr eat und ertaking, if we succeed as God would have
us, then we must make preparation . When God' s
an cient prophet sounded the alarm of approachin g
reckoning before a righteous Judge, h e sa id, "Pr epar e to meet t hy God." . And the Savior in the parabl e
of the t en virgins, shows the utter failure of th e five
fo olish virgins solely because of a lack of prep aration.
The slothful servant who prepared not him self, neither
made himself ready was cast into the outer darkness.
Wh at are we doing to make ourselves ready? It will
n quire men-men
who are strong in faith, in zeal ,
in all it takes to constitute a thorough-going Christian . How many men and women as well, are making themselves ready for this special work? It will
tak e planning. I could name some things that should
enter into this, but it must be worked out by each
congregation in line with their own particular condition . No cut and dried plan will fit into all congregations. There must be sufficient interest on the part
of the church to go to work at once in order that the
opportune time will not pass for the most effective
work.

The Best Preparation for the Future is to
Make Ourselves Busy Now
We should use the present to train ourselves for the
future. Members of the body of Christ, have no time
for idling. They have no time allowed them to take
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out and rest from their labor s, in this life. That is
all on the other side. For the present, they are re-quired to be always abounding in th e work of the
Lord. But this very work of the Lord trains, cultivates, drills, and qualifies for greater things tomorOn the other hand it
row. It does not exhaust.
actually provides more strength.
Far from being less
qualified, for the future , it brings forth a greater
strength and a better qualification for the labors that
are ahead. The Lord 's dynamos never stop and his
batteries are self-charging.

Take a Brief Survey of the Work-Look
the Map and See its Extent

on

Never before perhaps, in the history of th e world
• has there been opened up to the sold iers of the cross,
such fruitful lands for the conqu ests of truth.
The
vast expanses of Europe, Asia and Africa lie out before us; and away to the southwest, are the islands
of the sea. In every one of th ese are great fields as
yet unevangelized.
But 1n all of th em, some of the
seeds of the Bible and of the gospel have been sown.
Take the great and mighty nation of China. The
mixing of the American and Br itish armies among
those people, of itself, becomes an introduction of the
religion of Christ to th ese peoples. Th e American
soldier alone is as it were a mi ssionary with a fine
and lasting influence.
When men are facing death
and all the horror s and terrors of war they go to the
deep truths of their religi on to seek the comforts it
brings. And just here, the contras ts of the false religion of the Chinese soldier with the reasonable
and credible
reading
of th e Bible, introduce
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and at thi s tim e have alr eady introd uced, the religion
of the New Testa ment . Opport uni t ies in China after
th e war will be infinit ely better than now. Brother
J . M. McCaleb , a gr and and worthy old soldier of the
cro ss, and with whose gracio us presen ce we are honored on this side of th e sea at this tim e, is familiar
with what has bee n done in the past, what difficulties have been involved, what little progress ha s been
mad e, and what the futur e h as promis ed .
During th e per iod of reconstruction, when the war
is over, the fact that the great "ge neral iss imo" and
hi s talented wif e ar e already, at th e present time , believer s in the Bible, and in t h e Christian religion, will
re nd er the approac h to China and th e int roduction of
the t eaching of Christ and the apos tl es in it s ancient
simplicity, an altog et her easy matter. If t hing s eventuat e as they promise, and Chiang Ka i Chek is a t the
head of t he civ il goveTnment when the war shall have
closed, th ere will perhaps not be found a more fruitful field for straight-forw ard, open preaching of the
gospel of Christ in any other pla ce in the wide world,
in it s primiti ve simplicity and power. Young gospel
preachers whose tr ainin g sho uld be in progress at
this very tim e, will perhaps exper ience little more
difficulty than they do right here in our own country,
at the present tim e, in making and carry ing out plans
and programs of regular eva nge list ic work. The y will
go forth and cond uct regular protracted meetings , in
and throughout th e land, it is my hope and belief,
much after th e order of general evange listic procedure r ight here in our own grea t country. If we could
but ro ll forward the curtain of time, for the brief
period of thr ee or four decades, the reve lat ion would
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be wonderful, to witness the progress of the truth of
the gospel of Christ, among th e many millions of t h e
Chinese. We may indulge the confident expectation
of a full , free and liberal governmental attitude,
toward the Christian religion, better conditions, better economic management, better educational opportunities, less famine, far quicker travel and transportation to the east-these
all and everything else
that necessa rily follows in connection with this new
order , will support the most substantial and well arranged plans, and give good promise of the very best
success in a most fruitful field for the carrying out
of the tremendous responsibilities that are ours at
this present time , in doing our part in our own time ,
in br inging the world to Christ. Those who have had
th e privilege of me eting Madame Chiang Kai Chek,
hearing her in one of her public addresses when in
our country, r ecently, or of reading one of her well
written articles in some of the magazines will und erstand something of the favorable attitude we may
expect from the Chinese government.
Also she herself is pretty well taught in the Bible, is a close student of the Bible, and is not particularly prejudiced
in favor of the denominational connection she holds.
She seems to be ready to go to the Bible for t eaching rather than to the Presbyterian church.
Possibilities af ter the war will be great in all of
Europe. I am glad to know that programs are already
under way t o ;;o to several of the se countr ies in
Europe; and that th ese plan s are being formed for
a permanent wor k.
The Japanese mandated islands that are now being
occupied by the allied armies, will undoubtedly fall
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indefinitely under the control of the United States.
A truly great opportunity wiil be opened for mission
work among the natives.
When the war has closed Japan will offer better
opportunities than in the past.
Africa is a good prospect for successful evangelism
both among the natives and the white people, and I
am glad that definite plans are already made to send
to that great, rich, dark continent, a fine group of
workers.
Sicily, France and all the Mediterranean coasts offer
excellent possibilities, and quite a number of members of the church of Christ in the army, some as
chaplains, will have the advantage of first hand knowledge of conditions, when the time comes for activity
in that field.
In no place, perhaps, is there a better field than in
the vast expanses of Russia. And these people, man y
of them are in many respects well along in the practice already, of what is biblical in their teaching and
worship.
Finally, in our own land, the soldiers will come
back from the war with a weakened confidence in
the peculiar teaching of sectarian and denominational
teaching, and will be favorably inclined to a religiou s
practice that is derived directly from the Bible ."Numerous religious leaders of various religious faiths ,
have brought reports from the fronts , always to th e
same effect along this line. Not to bring forward
the reports of numerous protestant ch ur ch leader s
whose testimony on this point is entirely reliable, I
will quote from a very eminent authority among the
Jews. Under a Naples headline, ju st a few days ago ,
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Jan . 16, 1944, Rab bi Barnett Bri ckner, of the National
Jewish Welfar e Board, who is also administrative
Chairman of th e committ ee on army and navy religiou s acti viti es, made some very interesting statement s in hi s report at that lat e date.
We could
hardl y exp ect from this sourc e any bias in regard
to matters of fact of this nature stated .
Ra bbi Bri ckn er said hi s travels had giv en him opportunity to asce r tain the view s and note the spiritual
deve lopm ent of Am eri can soldiers and that he had
r each ed the following conclusion s :
1. There is an enormous re curdence of the religious spirit among the men.
2. There has been a decre a se in narrow religious
deno minationali sm and racial pr ejudic e.
3. It is probabl e that wh en th e men return from
over seas t hey will demand "more true religion and
less dogma in th eir chur ch es. "
4. The pr esent demand is for a high er type of ente rtai nment and recr eational facilities.
We mu st bear in mind that the "boy.s" we have
sent with our blessing and our love are our boys still
and that they ar e just as strong in th e faith as ever,
and that when they come ba ck they will come at
least in many in stances, more serious minded and
even stron ger in the faith. And they will come with
some very valuable fir st hand knowledge of many
fi elds for th e servi ce of the Ma st er that will contribut e mu ch to th e succes sful is sue of mov ements
tha t ar e now being inau gurat ed by our fa ithful an d
ea rn est men and women who are ju st now putting
fo r t h ef fo rt s and making plans for worthwhil e service
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in the promulgation of the glorious gospel of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
At home and abroad, the post-war period which is
rapidly approaching, will present possibilities, for
primitive Christianity not surpassed since the days
the inspired apostles of Jesus Christ our Lord began
the execution of the marching orders of their sovereign Lord and ours, the one who has loved us with
an unspeakable love has redeemed us from our sin s,
filled us with a joy that is unspeakable in lives of
faith and hope and love, through the exerci se of those
benevolent attributes that graced his own life on the
earth: compassion, sympathy, kindness and unselfish
service, and has given us the exceeding great and
precious promises that when the sun set of life ha s
come, and we lay our armor by, we may with ineffable
joy, enter the courts of glory in the upper wor ld,
where all tears are wip ed away, where disappointment, -and sickness and sorrow and suff ering and
death never come, and where joys never end.

